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Celebrat ing Engl ish:  A Month of  Words and
Wonder

As we ref lect  on Engl ish Month,  we embrace
not just  a subject ,  but  a gateway to creat iv i ty ,
expression,  and global  connect ion.  This past
month,  our c lassrooms came al ive wi th poetry
reci ta ls,  debates,  and dramat ic performances,
each act iv i ty  showcasing our students ’  ta lents
and igni t ing a passion for  l i terature.

Engl ish is  more than a tool  for  communicat ion;
i t ’s  a br idge to d iverse cul tures and ideas.
Mastery of  th is language opens doors to
endless opportuni t ies in our g lobal ized wor ld.
I t ’s  the language of  business,  sc ience,  and
internat ional  d ia logue, foster ing understanding
and col laborat ion.

Our celebrat ion highl ighted the r ichness of
Engl ish,  ref lect ing i ts  d iverse roots and global
evolut ion.  Throughout th is month,  we inspired,
chal lenged, and t ransformed through words,
bui ld ing br idges and expressing our unique
perspect ives.

A heart fe l t  thanks to our dedicated teachers
and enthusiast ic  students for  making th is
celebrat ion possib le.  Here’s to cont inuing the
discovery and joy that  Engl ish br ings!
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Be not afraid of greatness :
some are born great ,

some achieve greatness ,
and some have greatness thrust upon them.

-WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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CELEBRATING ENGLISH MONTH

The endearing students of
G.D Goenka conducted a
special  assembly to
celebrate Engl ish Language
Day. The event commenced
with a solemn prayer,
sett ing a ref lect ive tone for
the day.  This was fol lowed
by the thought of  the day
and the latest  news
updates,  which provided
insightful  ref lect ions.

The assembly cont inued with
the word of  the day,  expanding
the students '  vocabulary and
appreciat ion for  the intr icacies
of  the Engl ish language.
Students then del ivered
powerful  and thought-provoking
speeches on ‘Engl ish Language
Day’  and ‘World Book Day’
highl ights the signi f icance of
these celebrat ions in promoting
l i teracy and cul tural  awareness.
An enthral l ing t rai ler  of
Shakespeare’s play ‘The
Taming of  the Shrew’ performed
by the talented Goenkans,
capt ivated the audience with i ts
dynamic portrayal  of  l i terary
themes and characters.  A
mel l i f luous song was performed
by the Goenkan choir .   The
assembly concluded with a
r ivet ing quiz on ‘Engl ish
Language Day’  engaging
students in a l ively and
educat ional  competi t ion.

Overal l ,  the assembly
was not  only an
entertaining spectacle
but also a profoundly
benef ic ial  experience,
enhancing the
students'  knowledge
and love for  the Engl ish
language and
l i terature.

R H A P S O D Y  |  3



INTER HOUSE COMPETITIONS

The Inter-House Dialogue Delivery
Competition for Classes 6-8 was held on 1st
May 2024, showcasing the intellectual
prowess and oratory skills of young
students. The event aimed to foster critical
thinking, eloquence, and confidence among
participants while providing a platform for
creative expression. The competition
witnessed an enthralling display of talent as
students delved into the personas of iconic
literary characters like Romeo and Juliet,
Macbeth, Elsa and Anna, Harry Potter and
many more. 

The amalgamation of
classical literature and
 contemporary pop
culture added a unique
flair to the event,
captivating the
audience from start to
finish.

 Through their
capt ivat ing
performances students
lef t  an indel ible mark on
the audience, inspir ing
admirat ion and
applause. Such events
not only nurture
academic ski l ls  but  also
foster  hol ist ic
development,  equipping
students with the
conf idence and ski l ls
needed to excel  in al l
facets of  l i fe.

Verba
l Artistry

Showcase

R H A P S O D Y  |  4



R H A P S O D Y  |  5

“ A  g o o d  d e b a t e  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s
o f  e v e r y o n e  w h o  t a k e s  p a r t . ”
I n t e r h o u s e  D e b a t e  C o m p e t i t i o n  f o r
c l a s s e s  I X  - X I I  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 4
t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  E n g l i s h  M o n t h .
C o n t e s t a n t s  d e b a t e d  a  s e e m i n g l y  s i m p l e ,
y e t  m i n d - b o g g l i n g  i s s u e  e n g u l f i n g  t h e
w o r l d  w i t h  i t s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t a k e s  -
A r t i f i c i a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e :  A  V i l l a i n  i n  t h e
M a k i n g ?  S o m e  c o n t e s t a n t s  w o v e  t h e  w a r p
a n d  w e f t  o f  a n  i d y l l i c  u t o p i a ,  a n d  s o m e
b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  h o r r e n d o u s  d y s t o p i a
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t s  e x p o n e n t i a l  g r o w t h .
T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  j u d g e d  b a s e d  o n
t h e i r  c o n t e n t ,  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a r g u m e n t s ,
d e l i v e r y  o f  d i a l o g u e s  a n d  t h e i r  o v e r a l l
p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

A s  t h e  c o n t e s t a n t s  p u t  f o r t h
t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s ,  t h e y
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  t r u e

e s s e n c e  o f  d e b a t e  l i e s  n o t  i n
v i c t o r y ,  b u t  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f
t r u t h  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  p a t h
f o r  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w .  T h e
s p l e n d i d  c l a s h  o f  i d e a s  a n d
o p i n i o n s  l e f t  t h e  a u d i e n c e

e n l i g h t e n e d  a n d  w i t h  a  n e w
t a p e s t r y  o f  i n s i g h t .



 Art i f i c i a l In te l l i gence - A V i l l a i n In The Mak ing

I ,  Pa lak Makh i j an i , wou l d l i ke to be l i eve tha t Ar t i f i c i a l In te l l i gence is a v i l l a i n in the mak ing .
I n today ’s modern wor l d , f l ooded w i th techno l ogy and e lec tron i cs , A I i s the new ta l k of the
town . Af ter years of research , th i s techno l ogy , has f ina l l y landed in the hands of the

common pub l i c . Everyone seems to be us ing and m isus ing i t in everyday s i t ua t i ons . Yes , i t
seems l i ke a superpower to mos t , reduc ing human effor ts to a lmos t zero , bu t on the

con trary , i t i s the pa th to our doom .
The f i rs t and foremos t threa t to humans is unemp loyment . A I supercompu ters offer years

of un l im i ted work and somet imes even bet ter ou tpu t a t ha l f the cos t of h ir ing an
emp loyee . These compu ters don ’ t demand ho l i day or o ther perks , mak ing them a su i t ab le
or ra ther a bet ter op t i on for an emp loyer . Th is seems l i ke a grea t cho i ce in the shor t
run , bu t what abou t the fu ture? 14% of workers have exper ienced j ob d i sp lacement due to
A I and pro jec t i ons say tha t A I cou l d po ten t i a l l y rep lace around 800 m i l l i on j obs wor l dw i de by

2030 . Th is cou l d lead to crashes in econom ies .
Fur thermore , A I i s known for i t s se l f- improv ing and adap t i ve techno l ogy . Th is aspec t of
A I can he lp i t t o expand to an unknown l im i t caus ing ex i s ten t i a l cr i s i s to humans . The
b igger prob lems ar i ses when humans become ex treme ly dependen t on A I . Th is w i l l  no t

on l y lead to j ob d i sp lacement bu t a l so l oss of au tonomy . I t w i l l  reduce the dec i s i on-mak ing
capab i l i t i es of humans and make us over ly re l i an t on A I . Studen ts w i l l  be the mos t

affec ted as free use of A I a l l ows then to ge t easy answers to research papers , pro jec ts
and even deba tes ! I 'm sure a t leas t 1 of us here wou l d have l ooked up the deba te on

such A I p la t forms .
Beyond hab i t ua l d i srup t i ons , one of the b igges t concerns is secur i t y . There have been
many cases of secur i t y breaches due to the A I presen t in phones , l ap tops or even

dev ices l i ke A lexa and S ir i .
These are jus t some prob lems , there are many more and I j us t have one ques t i on . Do
we , humans , want to be so dependen t on someth ing tha t i s lead ing us to our own doom?

Does conven ience of work overpower safe ty and eth i ca l work cu l t ure?
Wou l d you go through the r i sks of secur i t y breach , da ta s tea l i ng , l oss of dec i s i on mak ing ,
une th i ca l behav i our , l ack of transparency , soc ia l surve i l l ance and what no t for the sake of
your work be ing conven ien t? No , r igh t? Bu t I 'm sorry to say , you w i l l .  And you are . Th is
i s the trap A I has go t us in t o . And th i s i s what br ings us to our doom . Now is the t ime ,
t o take a s tep back from AI , and use i t in modera t i on o therw ise , i t sure is a v i l l a i n in
the mak ing . Wi th th i s I wou l d l i ke to res t my case bu t never my s tance . Thank you .

                                                                            
Pa lak Makh i j an i X I I C 1
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 Art i f i c i a l In te l l i gence - A V i l l a i n In The Mak ing

 I , Soha l i a Das , wou l d l i ke to ment i on the profound benef i t s of Art i f i c i a l In te l l i gence in
our soc ie ty . Whi le A I of ten faces scep t i c i sm , I f i rm ly be l i eve i t can con tr ibu te a l o t in
our soc ie ty in a s ign i f i can t way . Ar t i f i c i a l In te l l i gence is of ten por trayed as an om inous
force tha t may lead to d i sas trous ou tcomes . A I i s por trayed as a v i l l a i n tha t i s go ing ou t
t o maybe gobb le away a l l j obs ava i l ab le and make l i fe d i f f i cu l t . I t i s essen t i a l t o debunk
these m isconcep t i ons and shed l i gh t on the unden iab le po ten t i a l A I br ings to our wor l d
by embrac ing the prom ise of Techno l ogy . 
F i rs t le t me c lear one po in t . A I i s no t a demon w i th a l l consum ing powers to des troy
the wor l d . 
A I i s j us t a sc ien t i f i c too l and i t possesses no inheren t mora l va l ues . I t i s a produc t of
human crea t i on and is bu i l t t o ref lec t human in te l l i gence . Therefore , l i ke any o ther
techno l ogy , i t can be used for bo th pos i t i ve and nega t i ve purposes . A I i s por trayed in
mov ies and nove l s as dev i l i sh l y ev i l wh ich is s imp ly a dramat i c exaggera t i on tha t fa i l s to
acknow ledge i t s true essence . 
F i rs t l y , A I has revo l u t i on ized many indus tr ies br ing ing them success , produc t i v i t y and
work eff i c iency . From hea l thcare to transpor ta t i on , A I has done wonders , Med ica l
d i agnos t i cs powered by A I a lgor i thms can prov i de accura te ana lys i s , lead ing to ear ly
de tec t i on of d i seases and improved pa t ien t hea l th . Se l f-dr i ven cars can reduce human-
induced acc i den ts , l ower ing fa ta l i t i es on the roads . 
In the wor l d of educa t i on , i t has profound l y he lped educa tors to v i sua l i se s tuden t needs .
52% of te lecommun ica t i ons organ iza t i ons u t i l i ze cha tbo ts to increase the ir overa l l
produc t i v i t y and 38% of hea l thcare prov i ders re ly on compu ter-ass i s ted d iagnos t i cs .
A I i s NOT in tended to rep lace humans bu t to co l l abora te w i th us . The goa l i s to crea te
a symb io t i c re la t i onsh ip be tween humans and A I sys tems , where bo th ent i t i es comp l imen t
each o ther 's s treng ths . 
I f h is t ory had heeded to these fear mongers we wou l d never have been b lessed w i th
any sc ien t i f i c advancement . 
In fear of bombs , nuc lear power wou l d never have been harnessed . 
In fear of invas i on of pr ivacy , we wou l d never have un leashed the benef i t s of a mob i l e
phone . 
In fear of j ob thef t , peop le wou l d abandoned compu ters . 
In fear of the thorns , we canno t s top apprec ia t i ng the beau ty of a rose . 
A I i s amaz ing and we shou l d def in i te l y ce lebra te i t s benef i t s . 
To ensure A I rema ins a pos i t i ve force , i t i s essen t i a l t o es tab l i sh robus t e th i ca l
frameworks and regu la t i ons wh ich w i l l  ass i s t us in harness ing th i s techno l ogy respons ib l y
and shap ing a br igh ter fu ture for a l l .  
I now res t my case .   
 Soha l i a Das , IX G 



“ P o e t r y  i s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  w h i c h  m a n  e x p l o r e s  h i s  o w n  a m a z e m e n t . ”  -
C h r i s t o p h e r  F r y

T h e  S e l f - C o m p o s e d  P o e m  R e c i t a t i o n  C o m p e t i t i o n  h e l d  a t  G . D .  G o e n k a
P u b l i c  S c h o o l ,  D w a r k a ,  w a s  a  v i b r a n t  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
e x p r e s s i o n .  S t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  f o u r  h o u s e s  n a m e l y  T a g o r e ,  T e r e s a ,
V i v e k a n a n d  a n d  R a d h a k r i s h n a n  s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r  t a l e n t  a n d  p a s s i o n  f o r
p o e t r y ,  p r e s e n t i n g  o r i g i n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  c a p t i v a t e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e .
T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  a s  s t u d e n t s  e a g e r l y
a w a i t e d  t h e i r  t u r n  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  p o e m s .
S t u d e n t s  d i s p l a y e d  r e m a r k a b l e  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  t h e i r  c o m p o s i t i o n s ,
e x p l o r i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t h e m e s  i n c l u d i n g  l o v e ,  n a t u r e ,  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d
s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  E a c h  r e c i t a t i o n  w a s  a  h e a r t f e l t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  e m o t i o n s ,  s h o w c a s i n g  t h e i r  u n i q u e  p e r s p e c t i v e
a n d  a r t i s t i c  f l a i r .
T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a l s o  f o s t e r e d  a  s e n s e  o f  c a m a r a d e r i e  a n d  h e a l t h y
c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  h o u s e s .  S t u d e n t s  c h e e r e d  o n  t h e i r  p e e r s ,
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .
T h e  e v e n t  n o t  o n l y  c e l e b r a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  b u t  a l s o
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  s p i r i t  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  m o r e  s u c h  e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
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CAPTURE CREATE CONQUER

V log Making

I n t e r - H o u s e  V l o g  M a k i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  a t  G D
G o e n k a  S c h o o l  h e l d  o n  2 7 t h  A p r i l ,  2 0 2 4 ,  w a s  a
r e s o u n d i n g  s u c c e s s ,  f o s t e r i n g  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
r a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o n  p i v o t a l  i s s u e s  a m o n g
s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  i n n o v a t i v e  e v e n t  p r o v i d e d  a
d y n a m i c  p l a t f o r m  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e i r
d i g i t a l  s t o r y t e l l i n g  s k i l l s  w h i l e  a d d r e s s i n g
c r i t i c a l  t o p i c s  s u c h  a s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  p e r s o n a l  h y g i e n e ,
a n d  b r a i n  d r a i n .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  d e m o n s t r a t e d
r e m a r k a b l e  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n ,
p r o d u c i n g  v l o g s  t h a t  s h o w c a s e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e i r
t e c h n i c a l  p r o w e s s  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r  d e e p
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  e m p a t h y  t o w a r d s  g l o b a l  a n d
l o c a l  c o n c e r n s .  

B y  u t i l i z i n g  d i v e r s e  t e c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s
a n i m a t i o n ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,  a n d  o n - l o c a t i o n

s h o o t i n g ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e i r
a b i l i t y  t o  c o n v e y  p o w e r f u l  m e s s a g e s

e f f e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  n o t  o n l y
h o n e d  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s

b u t  a l s o  c u l t i v a t e d  a  s e n s e  o f  s o c i a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  t e a m w o r k .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e

e v e n t  u n d e r s c o r e d  G D  G o e n k a  S c h o o l ’ s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h o l i s t i c  e d u c a t i o n ,

e n c o u r a g i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  i n f o r m e d ,
e m p a t h e t i c ,  a n d  p r o a c t i v e  c i t i z e n s  i n  a n

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  w o r l d .
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Dur ing Engl i sh Month, our schoo l
showcased a ser ies of creat ive and
educat i onal d isplay boards that
capt ivated students and teachers
al ike . Each grade contr ibuted to
d ifferent themes, such as class ic
l iterature, modern l iterature,
poetry, grammar, and drama. The
boards featured summaries ,
character analyses, interact ive
qu izzes, and student-created art
and wr it ings, making them both
informat ive and engaging. QR codes
prov ided access to mult imedia
content, enhancing the learn ing
exper ience. The in it iat ive fostered
a deeper appreciat i on for the
Engl i sh language and l iterature,
encouraging act ive part ic ipat i on and
creat iv ity. Pos it ive feedback
h ighl ighted the displays ' ro le in
making Engl i sh stud ies enjoyable and
impactful , sett ing a h igh standard
for future celebrat i ons and
demonstrat ing the effect iveness of
interact ive learn ing too l s .
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G.D .  Goenka Publ i c  School ,  Dwarka ,  organ ized a Poem
Rec itat ion Compet it ion for students of grades VI to
VIII to encourage apprec iat ion for poetry ,  enhance
publ i c  speak ing sk i l ls ,  and boost se l f-conf idence .

 Students from a l l  sect ions of grades VI to VIII
part ic ipated ,  prepar ing d i l i gent ly  with gu idance from
their  Eng l ish teachers .  They were judged on
pronunc iat ion ,  expression ,  and overa l l  presentat ion .

The event was a success ,  showcasing students '
l i terary ta lents and foster ing a love for poetry .  The
organ iz ing committee rece ived posit i ve feedback ,  with
many look ing forward to future l i terary events .  

The school  hosted a handwrit ing compet it ion to promote beaut i fu l
penmanship among students .  The event saw enthusiast ic  part i c ipat ion ,
h igh l i ght ing the importance of good handwrit ing .  Each student cop ied a
passage appropr iate to the ir  grade leve l .  

Entr ies were judged on :
- Leg ib i l i ty :  C lar ity and readabi l i ty .
-  Cons istency :  Un i formity in  letter s ize and spac ing .
-  Neatness :  Overa l l  t id iness .
- Sty le :  Persona l  f la ir .

The compet it ion was successfu l ,  emphasiz ing the va lue of good
handwrit ing .  Pos it i ve feedback from students ,  parents ,  and teachers
high l i ghted its impact .  Spec ia l  thanks to the HOD of the Eng l ish
Department ,  the judges ,  and the teachers for the ir  support .

ACTIVITIES
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" S p e l l i n g  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  a i d s  i n  r e a d i n g .  I t  h e l p s  c e m e n t  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  s o u n d s  a n d  l e t t e r s . "

A n  I n t e r - C l a s s  S p e l l a t h o n  C o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  o r g a n i s e d  f o r  c l a s s e s  V I -
I X  t o  p r o m o t e  l i n g u i s t i c  s k i l l s ,  v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  s p e l l i n g  a c c u r a c y
a m o n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  w h i l e  f o s t e r i n g  a  s p i r i t  o f  h e a l t h y  c o m p e t i t i o n .
I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s e v e r a l  r o u n d s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  c h a l l e n g e
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s '  s p e l l i n g  s k i l l s .  I t  p r o v i d e d  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  o u r
e n d e a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  s h o w c a s e  t h e i r  s p e l l i n g  p r o w e s s  a n d  e n h a n c e
t h e i r  o v e r a l l  l a n g u a g e  a b i l i t i e s .
T h e  S p e l l - B e e  C o m p e t i t i o n  c u l m i n a t e d  w i t h  a n  a w a r d  c e r e m o n y  t o
r e c o g n i z e  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .
W i n n e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  R u s h i l  A n a n d  o f  g r a d e
V I I I ,  A r j u n  M e n o n  o f  g r a d e  I X  a n d  H a r d i k  o f  g r a d e  I X  w e r e  l a u d e d  f o r
t h e i r  s t e l l a r  p e r f o r m a n c e s .
T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d
p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n v o l v e d ,  l e a v i n g  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t
o n  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  j o u r n e y .  T h e  l i t - u p  f a c e s  o f  t h e  l o g o p h i l e s ,
b r i m m i n g  w i t h  z e a l  a n d  g u s t o ,  w e r e  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  d e l i g h t  t h e y
e x p e r i e n c e d .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s !
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" L i f e  app ea r s  t o  me  t o o  sho r t  t o  b e  s p en t  i n  nu r s i n g
an imos i t y  o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  w r ong s . "  

— Cha r l o t t e  B r on t e ,  Jane  Ey r e



Fri endsh ip  i s  th e  s i l en t  conv ersat ion
b e twe en  two  h ear ts ,  a  j ourn ey  tha t
b eg ins  wi th  a  s impl e  ‘ h e l l o ’  and  has
no  end .  I t  i s  a  bond  that  t ransc ends
t ime  and  spac e ,  weav ing  through  th e
fabr i c  of  our  l i v e s  l ik e  a  go ld en
thr ead  tha t  adds  l us tr e  t o  th e
ord inary .      
The  s e ed  of  fr i endsh ip  i s  of t en  sown
in  common  ground—shared  i n t er es ts ,
s imi lar  va lu es ,  o r  mutua l  exper i enc es .
I t  sprou ts  from th e  so i l  of
unders tand ing  and  grows  wi th  th e
sun l i gh t  of  l aught er  and  th e  wat er  of
shar ed  t ears .
As  th e  s e ed l i ng  of  acqua in tanc e  grows
in to  th e  sap l ing  of  fr i endsh ip ,  i t  i s
nur tur ed  by  t rus t  and  support .
Fr i ends  b e come  th e  p i l l ars  on  wh i ch
we  l ean  dur ing  our  weakes t  moments
and  th e  ch e er l eaders  who  c e l e brat e  our
v i c tor i e s ,  no  mat t er  how smal l .
The  t ru e  t e s t  of  fr i endsh ip  comes
wi th  t ime  and  d is tanc e .  L ik e  any
l i v ing  th ing ,  i t  r e qu i r es  car e  and
at t en t i on .  Ye t ,  t h e  s trong es t
fr i endsh ips  ar e  thos e  tha t  wi ths tand
th e  t e s t  of  s eparat ion ,  b l ooming  e v en
in  th e  abs enc e  of  cons tant  i n t e rac t ion .
Ther e  i s  a  comfort  i n  fr i endsh ip  tha t
i s  found  nowher e  e l s e—an acc ep tanc e
of  who  we  ar e ,  f l aws  and  a l l .  I t  i s  a
safe  hav en  wher e  we  ar e  unders tood
wi thou t  exp lanat ion ,  wher e  our  s i l enc e
i s  h eard ,  and  our  words  ar e  va l u ed .
Fr i endsh ip  i s  an  adv en tur e ,  a
co l l e c t i on  of  shar ed  exper i enc es  tha t
b e come  th e  s tor i e s  we  t e l l .  

 I t  i s  th e  spontaneous  road  t r ips ,  t h e
la t e - n i gh t  conv ersat ions ,  and  th e
ins id e  j ok es  tha t  no  on e  e l s e
unders tands .  Thes e  moments  b e come
th e  ch er i sh ed  memor i es  tha t  we  ho ld
c los e .
No  fr i endsh ip  i s  w i thou t  i t s
conf l i c ts ,  b u t  i t  i s  i n  o v ercoming
th es e  cha l l eng es  tha t  th e  bond  i s
s tr eng th en ed .  I t  i s  a  r es i l i en t  t i e  t ha t
b ends  bu t  do es  no t  br eak ,  emerg ing
s trong er  wi th  each  r eso l v ed
d isagr e ement .
The  l e gacy  of  fr i endsh ip  i s  th e
inf lu enc e  and  insp ira t ion  i t  l e av es
b eh ind .  Fr i ends  shape  our  cho i c es ,
i n sp ir e  our  dr eams ,  and  push  us  to  b e
b e t t e r  v e rs ions  of  ours e l v e s .  They
are  th e  mirrors  tha t  r ef l e c t  our  t ru e
s e l v e s  back  a t  us .
Th is  ar t i c l e  i s  a  t r i bu t e  t o  fr i ends
—the  fami ly  we  choos e ,  t h e
compan ions  of  our  sou l ’ s  j ourn ey .
They  ar e  th e  on es  who  wa lk  b es id e  us
on  th e  pa th  of  l i f e ,  s har ing  i n  i t s
j oys  and  shou ld er ing  i t s  burdens .  To
hav e  a  fr i end  i s  t o  hav e  a  t r easur e ,
and  to  b e  on e  i s  t o  g i v e  a  g if t  of
immeasurab l e  va l u e .
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I n  th e  b ewi t ch ing  country  of  Japan ,
t h er e  ex is t ed  a  town  named  Fukuoka ,
and  th er e  l i v ed  a  smal l ,  c l os e -kn i t
fami ly  known  as  th e  Sama ’s .  And
among  th em l i v ed  Hikaro ,  t h e
young es t  member  of  th e  fami ly .  
She  was  a  g i r l  who  had  a  bra in  as
in t e l l i g en t  as  a  comput er ’ s  and
stamina  as  powerfu l  as  a  hors e ’ s ,  and
she  was  as  b eau t ifu l  and  da in ty  as  a
Some i  Yosh ino  Sakura  (Japanes e
f lower ) .  Bu t  Hikaro  n e v er  r ea l i z ed
a l l  h er  h idden  apt i t ud es ,  and  each  day
fe l t  l ik e  a  burden  to  h er .  She  n e v er
us ed  to  en j oy  h er  l i f e .  I t  was  j us t  as
if  some  immora l i ty  had  contro l  of
h er  g ears .  She  was  a lways  lagg ing
b eh ind  compared  to  o th er  p eop l e .
Ev eryone  t r i ed  exp la in ing  to  h er  th e
v i ta l i ty  of  l i f e ,  b u t  i t  n e v er  affec t ed
h er  i n  any  way .
One  day  aft er  s choo l ,  t h e  sou l  was
walk ing  through  th e  we l coming
s tr e e t s  of  th e  t own ,  e v e ry  corner
g l eaming  wi th  l i gh ts ,  and  sh e  was
drowned  in  d e ep  thoughts  when  h er
eyes  caught  an  e ld er ly  l ady  s i t t i ng  on
th e  pa thway  sp lash ing  co lours  on  a
wh i t e  canvas .  I t  f e l t  as  i f  th e  canvas
got  l i f e  af t er  b e ing  coat ed  wi th  th e
v i brant  co lours .

 Mesmer is ed  by  th e  s i gh t ,  a  fa in t
smi l e  c ur l ed  on  h er  l i ps .  She  was
in t en t ly  l ook ing  a t  th e  pa in t ing  when
sudden ly  h er  smi l e  faded  away  when
she  s tar t ed  fami l iar i s ing  wi th  th e
pa in t ing .  She  s tar t ed  unders tand ing
that  th e  p i e c e  was  somehow dep i c t ing
h er  monotonous  l i f e .  I t  was  as  if  an
ep iphany  s truck  h er  tha t  e v e ryone ’ s
l i f e  i s  l ik e  a  wh i t e  canvas ,  and  each
moment  we  l i v e  i s  l ik e  a  b eau t ifu l
i l l us tra t ion .  I t  i s  en t i r e ly  up  to  us  to
add  co lours  to  tha t  b lank  canvas  by
l i v ing  each  moment  to  th e  fu l l e s t .  She
was  drowned  in  h er  l i t t l e  wor ld ,  b u t
soon  snapped  back  in to  r ea l i ty  when
th e  woman  asked  h er  whe th er  sh e
l ik ed  h er  pa in t ing  or  no t .  For  a  sp l i t
s e cond  th e  young  woman  was
perp l exed  bu t  soon  r esponded  wi th  a
compl iment  and  thanked  th e  o ld  l ady
profus e ly ,  b efor e  t urn ing  away  and
spr in t ing  towards  a  n ew  j ourn ey  in
h er  l i f e .  The  woman  s tar ed  b lank ly
for  a  moment  b efor e  br eak ing  i n to  a
knowing  smi l e  and  watch ed  th e
d e l i ca t e  frame  van ish ing  i n to  th e
hor izon .
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Rust l e……rust l e .  Those  wer e  th e
no is es  Henry  th e  Wal l  Fan  made
as  h e  groaned  i n  d i scomfort .  His
p las t i c  body  was  cramped  b e twe en
two  b i g  boxes  of  cab l e s ,  c l ear ly
thos e  unsk i l l ed  t ruck  dr i v ers  who
loaded  h im onto  th e  t ruck  d idn ' t
car e  for  th e  e l e c tr i ca l  app l ianc es
wi th in .  A l l  t h ey  l ooked  ou t  for  was
sav ing  as  much  t ime  as  poss ib l e .
Henry ’ s  s tr ings  had  b e en  t i ed
tog e th er  and  taped  to  h i s  power
cord .  Henry  was  th e  cur ious  sor t ,
h e  had  l i s t en ed  to  th e  fac tory
workers ’  conv ersat ions  and
apparen t ly  h i s  ba tch  was  to  b e
sh ipped  to  a  s choo l ,  and  i ns ta l l ed
on  th e  dus ty  wa l l s  of  th e
c lassrooms  th er e .  He  had  h eard
stor i e s .  Accord ing  to  th e  s tor i e s  of
th e  fans  who  went  th er e ,  c h i ldr en
wou ld  d e v ious ly  p lay  wi th  th e
power  cords ;  t h ey  wou ld
supposed ly  k e ep  t ugg ing  on  th e
s tr ing  a l l  day  l ong .  Howev er ,
Henry  was  opt imis t i c .  He  b e l i e v ed
that  i f  h e  p erformed  h i s  du ty  as
h e  was  programmed  to ,  a l l  t h e
s tuden ts  wou ld  l o v e  h im and
cher i sh  h im for  coo l ing  th em down
on  swe l t e r ing  ho t  days .  Bes id es ,
n o th ing  cou ld  b e  wors e  than  b e ing
s tuck  i n  a  cardboard  box in  th e
d ep ths  of  fac tory  s torag e .  Whirr… .
Whirr  went  th e  e l e c tr i c  dr i l l  as
Henry  go t  s cr ewed  on  to  th e  v e ry
dusty  wa l l  of  Class  6 .  Dur ing  th e
f i rs t  y ear ,  e v e ryth ing  went  we l l .
They  tugg ed  on  h i s  s tr ings  a  l i t t l e
hard ,  b u t  tha t  was  to  b e  expec t ed
of  ch i ldr en  tha t  ag e .  He  had  grown
used  to  th e i r  p layfu l  na tur e  and
ev en  s tar t ed  l ik ing  i t ,  a l b e i t  on ly
for  a  shor t  p er iod  of  t ime .  

As  th e  annua l  examinat ion  approach ed
and  th e  a t t endanc e  gr ew  l e ss  and  l e ss
e v ery  pass ing  day ,  Henry  s tar t ed  to
miss  th em .  The  y ear  conc lud ed ,  and  th e
c lassroom was  now a l l o t t ed  to  grade  11 .
That  i s  wher e  thos e  s tor i e s  from th e
fac tor i e s  s tar t ed  to  sh in e  through .
Henry  was  p e tr if i ed  of  thos e  ch i ldr en .
I n  th e i r  v e ry  f i rs t  hour ,  t h ey  tor e  off
one  of  h i s  s tr ings ,  and  day  by  day ,  h i s
b lades  wer e  b en t ,  h i s  b eau t ifu l  wh i t e
body  marked  wi th  p ens  and  dus t  as
nobody  bo th er ed  to  c l ean  i t .  His  power
cord  had  cu ts  and  cr eas es  for  th e  f i rs t
t ime .  Sudden ly ,  Henry ’ s  s cr ews  wer e
unt i gh t en ed  and  h e  t ook  th e  l as t  l ook  a t
h i s  c lassroom b efor e  b e ing  p lac ed  i n  a
truck .  He  d idn ’ t  know wher e  h e  was
go ing .  His  ey es  wid en ed  as  h e  was
un loaded  a t  th e  n earby  orphanag e .  He
was  ins ta l l ed  on  th e  surpr is ing ly  c l ean
wal l s ,  i t  was  a  s tark  d iffer enc e  t o  th e
dus t  r idden  wa l l s  of  th e  s choo l ,  and  for
anoth er  th ing  h e  r eun i t ed  wi th  h i s
fr i ends  from th e  fac tory !  Henry  l i v ed
h is  b es t  l i f e  a t  tha t  orphanag e .  Those
ch i ldr en  ch er i sh ed  Henry  so  much .  They
f ixed  h i s  power  cord  and  e v en  wip ed
away  thos e  marks  from th e  y ear  b efor e .
He  no t i c ed  tha t  th er e  had  n e v er  b e en
any  fans  on  thos e  wa l l s ,  t h es e  ch i ldr en
had  n e v er  exper i enc ed  th e  coo l ing  a i r
b efor e .  Then  f ina l ly ,  on e  day  h i s  power
cord  was  burnt  du e  to  a  prob l em in  th e
e l e c tr i ca l  syst em .  He  had  to  b e  taken
off .  He  took  t ime  to  r ef l e c t ,  h e  t hought
about  th e  s tor i e s ,  no t  b e l i e v ing  i n  th em .
He  chuck l ed  a t  h i s  op t imism a l l  t hos e
years  ago ,  b e l i e v ing  tha t  e v e ryth ing
wou ld  b e  f in e .  Bu t  i n  th e  end ,  i t  r ea l ly
was .  He  b e l i e v ed  tha t  anoth er  fan  wou ld
b e  s en t  i n  to  r ep lac e  h im ,  h e  hoped  for
th e  sake  of  thos e  ch i ldr en .  Henry  hoped
to  mee t  tha t  fan  someday .
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Educat ion  i s  a  top i c  of  immense  importanc e  and  on e  can  ta lk  abou t  i t  for
e t e rn i ty .  Th is  j us t  shows  how broad  a  top i c  i t  i s .  Educat ion  i s  a  un i v ersa l  r i gh t ,
and  e v eryone  shou ld  hav e  acc ess  to  i t ,  b u t  do es  e v e ryone  g e t  an  educat ion?  The
s impl e  answer  i s  no .  Peop l e  i n  rura l  ar eas  wi th  r e gr ess i v e  fami l i e s  fac e  th i s
prob l em .  Anoth er  qu es t i on  ar i s es  h er e :  "Why i s  i t  a  prob l em for  th es e  p eop l e ,
a nd  i s  educat ion  r ea l ly  important?"
In  educat ion ,  a  ch i ld  go es  to  s choo l  and  i s  taught  var ious  prob l em-so l v ing  and
in t e l l e c tua l  sk i l l s .  Thes e  sk i l l s  ar e  us ed  throughout  our  l i v e s  i n  any  s i t ua t ion .
Educat ion  i s  a  mold  we  us e  t o  shape  our  car e ers .  Doc tors ,  a th l e t e s ,  s c i en t i s ts ,
b us in essmen ,  sof tware  eng in e ers ,  e t c . ,  h av e  us ed  th i s  v e ry  mold  to  i t s  f in es t .
Many  p eop l e  who  l i v e  i n  backward  ar eas  may  not  hav e  proper  acc ess  to  educat ion ,
wh i ch  i ncr eas es  th e  number  of  i l l i t e ra t e  p eop l e  i n  our  soc i e ty .  The  number  of
i l l i t e ra t e  p eop l e  i s  d i r e c t ly  proport iona l  t o  th e  number  of  un employed  p eop l e .
Thus ,  i f  educat ion  i s  no t  prov id ed  to  someone ,  t h ey  wi l l  b e come  a  l i ab i l i ty
ins t ead  of  an  ass e t .  Educat ion  makes  a  p erson  capab l e  of  b e ing  i nd ep enden t ,
hav ing  s c i en t if i c  knowl edg e ,  b e i ng  b e t t e r  a t  l i t e ra tur e  and  mathemat i cs ,
u nd ers tand ing  more  abou t  th e  po l i t i ca l  wor ld ,  and  ov era l l  making  drast i c
pos i t i v e  chang es  i n  th em ,  wh i ch  wi l l  u l t imat e ly  make  th em a  b e t t e r  human  b e ing .
Thes e  r easons  t ru ly  show that  educat ion  has  a  l o t  more  importanc e  than  p eop l e
th ink .

"Educat ion  can  make  a  man  someth ing  h e  may  hav e  n e v er  thought  abou t  i n  th e
gr ea t es t  of  h i s  dr eams . "

Trav e l i ng  i n  th e  mounta ins  has  a lways  b e en  a  sp ec ia l  exper i enc e  for  me .  Over
th e  l as t  f ew  years ,  my  fami ly  has  chos en  to  t rav e l  i n  mounta inous  t e rra ins .

From h ik ing  to  wander ing  a iml ess ly  on  th e  ha irp in  b ends ,  I  d id  i t  a l l .  I t  was  a
h eav en ly  exper i enc e  t o  b e  amidst  th e  s er en e  and  magn if i c en t  b eau ty  of  th e  h i l l s .

I t  f e l t  as  i f  thos e  h i l l s  wer e  pu l l i ng  me  towards  th em and  b e ckon ing  me .  The
f luffy ,  c o t ton  candy - l ik e  c l ouds  hov er  ov er  th em as  if  car ess ing  th em .  The

p i c tur esqu e  v i ew  of  th e  sunr is e  i s  a lways  br ea th tak ing ,  w i th  th e  morn ing  rays
beaming  wi th  j oy .  The  d ens e  for es t  of  c edar  s tands  ta l l ,  mak ing  a  canopy  of
tr e es .  The  coo l  br e ez e  brush es  me  soft ly  wh i l e  I  admir e  th e  t ranqu i l  h eav en .
Ev ery  v i s i t  br ings  me  c los er  to  na tur e ,  mak ing  me  r ef l e c t  on  my dr eams  and

asp ira t ions .  I t  a lways  f e e l s  l ik e  a  dr eam .  The  sound  of  th e  gush ing  wat er  t i ck l e s
my h ear t .  The  wi ldf lowers  b looming  a long  th e  way  a lways  symbo l iz e  hope ,

i nnoc enc e ,  and  th e  l o v e  of  Mother  Natur e .  I t  i s  a  un i qu e  exper i enc e  t o  g e t  l os t  i n
th i s  wi ld ern ess  and  l i v e  e v e ry  moment  to  th e  fu l l e s t .  I f  g i v en  a  chanc e ,  I  w i l l

marv e l  a t  th e  b eau ty  aga in  and  aga in .
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Fast er  than  fa ir i e s ,  fas t er  than  wi t ch es ,  b r idg es  and  hous es ,  h edg es  and
d i t ch es .  
And  charg ing  a long  l ik e  t roops  i n  a  ba t t l e ,  a l l  t hrough  th e  meadows ,  t h e
hors es  and  ca t t l e :  
A l l  of  th e  s i gh ts  of  th e  h i l l  and  th e  p la in .  
F ly  as  th i ck  as  dr i v ing  ra in .  
And  e v er  aga in ,  i n  th e  w ink  of  an  ey e ,  pa in t ed  s ta t ions  wh is t l e  by .  
Ar e  th e  pag es  of  a  book  th e  mer e  conf in ement  of  knowl edg e ,  o r  i s  th e  wor ld
a  canvas  r eady  to  b e  pa in t ed  on  wi th  th e  aura  of  i nsp ira t ion  and
consc iousness?  For  thos e  who  b e l i e v e  i n  th e  former ,  p e rhaps  Rober t  Lou is
St e v enson ’ s  po em ,  The  World  from a  Ra i lway  Carr iag e ,  wou ld  do  you  good .
How can  you  know that  a  taco  i s  a  taco  un t i l  you ’ v e  t r i ed  i t  from th e  h ear t
of  Mexico ,  o r  a  burg er  i s  a  burg er  un t i l  you ’ v e  t r i ed  i t  from th e  o i l  r idden
Amer i ca .  That  500 -word  ar t i c l e  on  grav i ty  i n  your  sc i enc e  book  wasn ’ t
d i scov er ed  i n  th e  pub l i sh ing  hous e  bu t  ra th er  i n  th e  country  wher e  th ey  ea t
naan  wi th  forks  and  kn i v es .   

You  might  s tudy  a t  th e  b es t  s choo l  i n  your  c i ty  or  e v en  th e  b es t  s choo l  i n
th e  country ,  b u t  sur e ly  i t  i sn ’ t  t h e  b es t  i n  th e  wor ld .  Ev ery  country ,  e v e ry
nook  and  cranny ,  has  l oads  to  offer ,  s o  by  th ink ing  tha t  you  ar e  th e
smart es t  wh i l e  s ta t i onary  amongst  th e  8  b i l l i on ,  your  knowl edg e  i s  l ik e  a
smal l  p i e c e  of  or egano  on  a  hug e  p izza .  Trav e l i ng  th e  wor ld  do esn ’ t  on ly
g i v e  you  a  n ew  p erspec t i v e  and  an  i ns i gh t  i n to  n ew  cu l t ur es ;  i t  a l so  d e vours
you  wi th  n ew  exper i enc es  and  a  chanc e  for  s e lf -d i scov ery .  Ge t t ing  fu l l
marks  in  an  exam j us t  by  r ead ing  a  book  i sn ’ t  an  ach i e v ement ,  b u t  l earn ing
th e  soft - spoken  e t i qu e t t e s  of  Japan  or  th e  cu l i nary  works  of  I nd ia  i s
c er ta in ly  a  f ea th er  i n  on e ’ s  cap .  Some  of  th e  gr ea t es t  c e l e br i t i e s  and  ido ls
don ’ t  know th e  Pythagoras  Theor em ,  bu t  th ey  hav e  t rav e l ed  to  th e  Ga l l i e s  of
Ind ia  or  th e  Sokak lars  of  Turkey .   
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Could  YouTube  b e  cons id er ed  a  profess ion?  In  today ’ s  fas t -mov ing  wor ld ,
c r ea tors  on  p la tforms  l ik e  YouTube  earn  money  by  pos t ing  v id eos .  I f  th i s  i s  th e
cas e ,  t h en  up load ing  cont en t  on  th es e  p la tforms  shou ld  b e  cons id er ed  as  a
l e g i t imat e  profess ion .  Cont en t  cr ea t ion  s tands  ou t  as  on e  of  th e  most  rap id ly
growing  profess ions  among  th e  myr iad  of  car e er  opt ions  ava i lab l e .  I t  of t en
b eg ins  as  a  hobby ,  b u t  i n e v i tab ly  t ransforms  in to  a  voca t ion  for  many .  
The  YouTube  p la tform hosts  a  wid e  var i e ty  of  cont en t  cr ea tors  and  channe l s ,
c o v er ing  popu lar  ca t e gor i e s  such  as  Gaming ,  Cook ing ,  Vlogg ing ,  Educat iona l
cont en t ,  Mus i c ,  and  more .  Many  YouTubers  hav e  succ essfu l ly  t urn ed  th e i r  channe l s
in to  a  fu l l - t ime  car e er ,  w i th  some  e v en  l eav ing  th e i r  t rad i t i ona l  j obs  to  pursu e
YouTube .  Some  we l l -known  and  popu lar  YouTubers  i nc l ud e  Mythpat ,  Tr igg er ed
Insaan ,  Techn i ca l  Guru j i ,  Mr .  Beas t ,  Dude  Perfec t ,  PewDiePi e ,  Nin ja ,  and
Jacksept i c ey e .  How does  on e  earn  through  YouTube?  The  v i ews  and  l ik es  tha t  a
v id eo  r e c e i v e s  as  we l l  as  th e  n ew  subscr ib ers  tha t  th e  channe l  a cqu i r es  g en era t e
income  for  th e  cr ea tor .  A lso ,  YouTubers  g en era t e  add i t i ona l  i n come  by  promot ing
brands  through  th e i r  sponsor ed  v id eos .  
Thus ,  c on t en t  cr ea t ion  on  YouTube  can  b e  cons id er ed  as  a  v iab l e  car e er  opt ion ,
d u e  t o  i t s  i n cr eas ing  r e cogn i t i on  and  i t s  un i qu en ess  as  an  a l t e rnat i v e  t o
conv en t iona l  profess ions .

Democracy  s tands  ta l l  as  th e  corn ers ton e  of  modern  soc i e ty ,  embodying  th e
pr inc ip l e s  of  e qua l i ty ,  l i b e r ty  and  j us t i c e .  For  s tuden ts  nav i ga t ing  th e  r ea lms  of
po l i t i ca l  t h eory ,  i t ' s  imperat i v e  t o  grasp  th e  e ss enc e  of  th i s  fundamenta l  conc ep t .
A t  i t s  cor e ,  d emocracy  empowers  i nd i v idua ls  by  grant ing  th em th e  r i gh t  to
part i c ipa t e  i n  d e c i s ion -making  proc ess es  tha t  shape  th e i r  l i v e s .  Wheth er  through
e l e c t i ons ,  r ef er endums ,  o r  c i v i c  engag ement ,  c i t i z ens  ho ld  th e  k ey  to  shap ing  th e
cours e  of  th e i r  na t ion .  Th is  i nc l us i v i ty  ensur es  tha t  d i v ers e  vo i c es  ar e  h eard ,
fos t er ing  a  soc i e ty  tha t  r ef l e c ts  th e  va l u es  and  asp ira t ions  of  i t s  p eop l e .
Moreov er ,  d emocracy  s erv es  as  a  safeguard  aga ins t  oppress ion .  By  enshr in ing
pr inc ip l e s  of  fr e edom of  sp e e ch ,  pr ess ,  and  ass embly ,  d emocrat i c  soc i e t i e s
prov id e  a  p la tform for  d i ss en t  and  d ebat e .  Th is  fr e edom not  on ly  fos t ers
innovat ion  and  progr ess  bu t  a l so  ho lds  thos e  i n  power  accountab l e  t o  th e
e l e c torat e .  Howev er ,  d emocracy  i s  no t  w i thou t  i t s  cha l l eng es .  I n  an  e ra  of
mis informat ion  and  po lar izat ion ,  t h e  i n t e gr i ty  of  d emocrat i c  i ns t i t u t i ons  fac es
unprec ed en t ed  thr ea ts .  Fake  n ews ,  soc ia l  med ia  e cho  chambers ,  and  for e i gn
in t erf er enc e  pos e  s i gn if i cant  r i sks  to  th e  d emocrat i c  proc ess ,  undermin ing  t rus t
in  e l e c tora l  ou t comes  and  e rod ing  soc i e ta l  coh es ion .  As  s tuden ts ,  i t ' s  e ss en t ia l  t o
cu l t i va t e  a  cr i t i ca l  unders tand ing  of  d emocracy ' s  s tr eng ths  and  weakness es .  By
engag ing  i n  c i v i c  educat ion  and  part i c ipa t ing  i n  d emocrat i c  proc ess es ,  young
minds  can  b e come  ac t i v e  ag en ts  of  chang e ,  saf eguard ing  th e  pr inc ip l e s  upon  wh ich
democracy  s tands .
I n  conc lus ion ,  d emocracy  s erv es  as  th e  b edrock  of  modern  soc i e ty ,  empower ing
ind i v idua ls ,  fos t er ing  i nc l us i v i ty ,  and  safeguard ing  aga ins t  tyranny .  By
embrac ing  th e  va l u es  of  d emocracy  and  ac t i v e ly  par t i c ipa t ing  i n  c i v i c  l i f e ,
s t ud en ts  can  upho ld  th e  l e gacy  of  d emocracy  for  g en era t ions  to  come .
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L iterature  adds to  real i ty ,  i t  does  not  s imply descr ibe  i t .  i t
enr iches  the  necessary competenc ies  that  da i ly  l ife

requires  and prov ides ,  and in  th is  respect ,  i t  i r r igates  the
deserts  that  our  l i ves  have  already become.

-C.  S .  LEWIS
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Although  a  s i gn if i cant  number  of  p eop l e  i n v es t  a  l o t  of  t ime  i n  soc ia l
med ia  p la tforms ,  i t  i s  no t  pragmat i c  to  ca l l  i t  add i c t i v e .  Add i c t i on  impl i e s
a  l oss  of  contro l  and  unfavourab l e  ou t comes ,  wh i ch  ar e  no t  cons is t en t ly
fe l t  by  e v ery  us er .  Soc ia l  med ia  i s  a  f l ex ib l e  med ium that  cannot  b e
g en era l iz ed  as  add i c t i v e  b e caus e  i t  can  b e  impl ement ed  as  a  too l  for
connec t i on ,  exchang e  of  i nformat ion ,  and  e v en  to  promot e  improv ements  i n
soc i e ty .  Add i c t i on  i s ,  more  of t en  than  no t ,  an  ou t come  of  our  own  p ersona l
cho i c es  and  b ehav iours .  Jus t  l ik e  any  o th er  ac t i v i ty ,  i t  i s  th e  us er ’ s
r espons ib i l i ty  to  mon i tor  th e i r  usag e  of  soc ia l  med ia .  I t  wou ld  b e
ana logous  to  b laming  fas t  food  ou t l e t s  for  ob es i ty ,  t o  b lame  th e  p la tforms
themse l v es  for  add i c t i on .  Peop l e  hav e  th e  ag ency  to  moderat e  th e i r
engag ement  and  make  consc ious  d e c i s ions  abou t  how much  t ime  th ey  sp end
on l in e ,  b u t  an  i gnoranc e  for  such  r espons ib i l i t i e s  do es  no t  l i e  i n  th e
d iscr e t i on  of  th e  power  of  soc ia l  med ia  i t s e lf .
Soc ia l  med ia  has  brought  abou t  pos i t i v e  chang es  i n  soc i e ty .  Ac t i v i sm ,  soc ia l
awaren ess ,  and  support  n e tworks  hav e  a l l  b e en  fac i l i ta t ed  by  th es e
p la tforms .  Peop l e  hav e  us ed  soc ia l  med ia  to  mob i l i s e  r e sourc es  for
d isas t er  r e l i ef ,  p romot e  char i ty  purpos es ,  and  pub l i c iz e  th e i r  ar t i s t i c
in t er es ts  and  cr ea t ions .
Un l ik e  popu lar  b e l i ef ,  no t  a l l  us ers  ar e  add i c t ed  to  soc ia l  med ia .  Many  us e
th i s  p la tform in  a  h ea l thy  way  that  promot es  soc ia l  chang es ,  d i v e rs i ty  and
much  more .  For  exampl e ,  PETA ,  t h e  Peop l e  for  th e  Eth i ca l  Treatment  of
An imals ,  expanded  th e i r  purpos e  by  mi l e s  us ing  th e  med ia .  The i r  pos ts  on
PETA and  PETA Lat ino  wer e  s e en  a t  an  av erag e  of  a lmost  125  mi l l i on
t imes  each ,  and  th e i r  Text -Messag e  Programme ,  an  i n i t i a t i v e  t ha t  urg ed  th e
p eop l e  t o  pr e v en t  cru e l ty  towards  an imals ,  ga in ed  i ncr eas ed  popu lar i ty ,  and
drov e  n ear ly  1 . 5  mi l l i on  ac t i ons  i n  th e i r  on l in e  advocacy  campaigns .
For  anoth er  exampl e ,  Gr e enpeac e  I n t e rnat iona l ,  an  NGO that  promot es
sus ta inab l e  d e v e l opment ,  u s es  soc ia l  med ia  to  spr ead  awaren ess ,  and
cr i t i c iz e  thos e  who  i gnor e  na tur e .  The i r  s trong  take  on  th i s  i ssu e  and  th e i r
p ersuas i v en ess  made  th e i r  budg e t  i n cr eas e  immense ly  by  300  mi l l i on
do l lars .  Gre enpeac e  usua l ly  shows  and  promot es  sus ta inab i l i ty  through
th e i r  soc ia l  med ia  hand l es ,  and  hav e  ga th er ed  immense  donat ions  for  th e i r
purpos e .  Approximat e ly  92% of  a l l  NGO’s  r e ly  so l e ly  on  Facebook  and  do
not  e v en  hav e  a  webs i t e .  Henc e ,  most  of  soc ia l  med ia  usag e  i s  no t  so l e ly  for
en t er ta inment ,  b u t  a l so  for  soc ia l  and  env i ronmenta l  chang e .
I n  conc lus ion ,  wh i l e  t h er e  ar e  i ns tanc es  of  excess i v e  soc ia l  med ia  usag e ,
l ab e l l i ng  i t  as  un i v ersa l ly  add i c t i v e  o v ers impl if i e s  a  compl ex  i ssu e .  Soc ia l
med ia ’ s  impact  var i e s  gr ea t ly  from person  to  p erson ,  and  i t  can  s erv e  as  a
powerfu l  t oo l  for  pos i t i v e  chang e  and  mean ingfu l  connec t i ons .  I t  i s  v i ta l  t o
r e cogn is e  p ersona l  r espons ib i l i ty  and  acknowl edg e  th e  po t en t ia l  for
construc t i v e  us e  ra th er  than  p erpe tua t ing  a  narrat i v e  of  add i c t i on .
Henc e ,  w i th  hammer ing  tongs ,  I  s t rong ly  b e l i e v e  t ha t  soc ia l  med ia  i t s e lf  i s
no t  add i c t i v e .  Thank  you .  
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The  High  Seas  ar e  a  vas t  no -man ’ s
land  of  ungov ern ed  oc ean .  Th is  i s  th e
oc ean  b eyond  th e  boundary  of  any
country ,  l awl ess  and  wi ld .  The  High
Seas ,  unbound  and  fr e e ,  l i k e  th e  l i f e
that  l i v e s  i n  i t - t h e  b l u e  wha l e .  We
onc e  thought  tha t  th i s  oc ean  was
s imply  too  vas t  for  us  to  damage ,  b u t
that  i s  no t  th e  cas e .  Many  spec i e s  ar e
under  thr ea t  from human  ac t i v i t i e s .  I t
r ea l ly  i s  i ron i c ,  b e caus e  we  ar e  th e
on e  supposed  to  improv e  th e
cond i t i ons  wher eas  we  ar e  wors en ing
i t .  Oceans  no t  on ly  produc e  ha lf  th e
oxygen  we  br ea th e ,  b u t  a l so  dr i v e  th e
weath er  and  c l imat e .  They  hav e  such
power ,  j u s t  du e  t o  th e  r eason  tha t
th ey ’ r e  so  vas t .  The  d e ep  s ea  makes
spac e  for  more  than  95% of  th e  l i f e
on  ear th ,  and  y e t  90% of  th e  o c eans
ar en ’ t  e v en  d i scov er ed !
Ther e  ar e  many  such  cr ea tur es ,  on ly
heard  of  n e v er  s e en ,  l i k e  th e  on e  ca l l ed
th e  “doomsday  f ish” .  We  on ly  knew
of  i t s  ex is t enc e  from th e  occas iona l
on e  washed  ashor e ,  b u t  tha t  was  no t
th e  cas e - th e  oarf ish .  10  met ers  l ong ,
t h ey  swim v er t i ca l ly  and  us e  wav es
a long  th e i r  f ins  to  h e lp  th em commute
eas i ly .  B e low 200 met ers ,  t h er e  i s  no
l i gh t  for  p lants  to  grow ,  so  d e ep  s ea
an imals  ar e  d ep enden t  on  food  that
s inks  down .   

A  crown  j e l lyf ish -  i t  l i v e s  i n  e v e ry
oc ean  b en ea th  th e  d ep th  of  7
k i lomet ers .  Th is  on e  has  i t s
t en tac l e s  ou ts tr e t ch ed  to  ensnar e  i t s
pr ey .  Sc i en t i s ts  ear l i e r  pr esumed
that  th e  d e ep  s ea  was  home  to  l i t t l e
l i f e ,  b u t  moth er  na tur e  has  prov ed
th em wrong  aga in .  We  now b e l i e v e
tha t  th es e  o c eans  hav e  10  t imes  th e
l i f e  we  ear l i e r  thought  of .  The  d e ep -
wat er  crus tac ean ,  Cyst i coma ,  i s  as
c l ear  as  g lass .  I t s  gr ea t es t  t r i ck  of
surv i va l  i s  h id ing  i n  p la in  s i gh t .  A
g lowing  l ur e  en t i c e s  v i c t ims  to  fa l l
pr ey  to  th i s  dragonf ish .  No  l i gh t
r each es  b e l ow 1000 met ers ,  s o  to
ca tch  th e i r  “prey” ,  d e ep  mar in e  l i f e
e vo l v ed  to  produc e  th e i r  own  l i gh t -
b i o l uminesc enc e .  Lophe l i a -d e ep  s ea
cora l  r e efs .  We  us ed  to  th ink  tha t
cora l  r e efs  ar e  on ly  found  in  sunny ,
sha l l ow wat ers .  But  tha t  i s  no t  th e
cas e .  Turns  ou t ,  d e ep  s ea  r e efs  cov er
a  gr ea t er  ar ea  than  th e  “usua l”
r e efs .  Thes e  r e efs  prov id e  sh e l t e r
and  food  to  a  r i ch  var i e ty  of  mar in e
cr ea tur es ,  s ome  we ird  some  unr ea l .
Such  i s  th e  l i f e  of  th e  d e ep  s ea ,
s ome  exp lor ed  and  an  end l e ss
amount  y e t  t o  b e  d i scov er ed .  And
gu ess  what  was  found  h er e?  De ep  s ea
f ish ing  n e ts  and  o th er  mundane
p i e c es  of  t rash .  Ha lf  of  a l l  d e ep - s ea
cora ls  hav e  a l r eady  b e en  d es troyed .
Humans  ar e  d emol i sh ing  th e i r  l i f e
support  syst em .  We ’r e  i n v i t i ng  our
doom ,  ar en ’ t  we?  
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Food ,  of t en  r e garded  as  th e  e l ix ir
of  l i f e ,  ho lds  a  fundamenta l  and
irr ep lac eab l e  ro l e  i n  th e  human
exper i enc e .  I t  i s  no t  j us t  a  sourc e  of
sus t enanc e  bu t  a  corn ers ton e  of  our
exis t enc e ,  impact ing  our  phys i ca l
h ea l th ,  emot iona l  we l l - b e i ng ,  and
cu l tura l  id en t i ty .  The  s ta t ement  tha t
"food  i s  th e  e l ix ir  of  l i f e "
underscor es  th e  profound
s ign if i canc e  of  th i s  da i ly  n e c ess i ty .
A t  i t s  cor e ,  food  i s  e ss en t ia l  for
surv i va l .  Without  i t ,  o ur  bod i es
wou ld  wi th er ,  and  our  b io log i ca l
func t ions  wou ld  c eas e .  Food  prov id es
th e  n e c essary  nu tr i en ts  tha t  power
our  c e l l s ,  r epa ir  t i ssu es ,  and  k e ep
our  bod i es  i n  a  s ta t e  of  e qu i l i br i um .
Carbohydrat es ,  p ro t e ins ,  fa ts ,
v i t amins ,  and  minera ls  ar e  th e
bu i ld ing  b locks  of  l i f e ,  and  food  i s
th e  v eh i c l e  t hrough  wh ich  we  ob ta in
th em .  I t  nour ish es  us  from th e
ins id e ,  f u e l i ng  th e  proc ess es  tha t
ke ep  us  a l i v e .
The  en ergy  d er i v ed  from food  i s
e qua l ly  v i ta l .  Food  ac ts  as  our
pr imary  en ergy  sourc e ,  a l l owing  us
to  carry  ou t  th e  s impl es t  t o  th e
most  compl ex  tasks .  I t  prov id es  th e
fu e l  for  our  bod i es ,  e nab l ing  us  to
move ,  t h ink ,  and  engag e  w i th  th e
wor ld  around  us .  Wheth er  i t ' s  t h e
spr in t  of  an  a th l e t e ,  t h e
conc en trat ion  of  a  s tuden t ,  o r  th e
labor  of  a  worker ,  food  prov id es  th e
en ergy  to  make  i t  a l l  poss ib l e .
B eyond  th e  bas i c  func t ions  of
surv i va l  and  en ergy ,  food  a l so  p lays
a  p i vo ta l  ro l e  i n  our  h ea l th  and
long e v i ty .  

 A  we l l - ba lanc ed  d i e t ,  r i ch  i n  fru i t s ,
v e g e tab l e s ,  l e an  prot e ins ,  and  who l e
gra ins ,  c an  s tav e  off  chron i c
d is eas es  and  promot e  a  l ong er ,
h ea l th i e r  l i f e .  The  nu tr i en ts  i n  food
str eng th en  our  immune  syst em ,
support  h ea l thy  growth  and
dev e l opment ,  and  h e lp  i n  th e
pr e v en t ion  of  a i lments .  Food  i s  no t
j us t  an  e l ix ir  bu t  a  po t en t  med i c in e
that  contr ibu t es  to  our  we l l - b e i ng .
Howev er ,  food ' s  importanc e  ext ends
far  b eyond  th e  r ea lm of  b io logy .  I t
i s  i n t e r twin ed  wi th  our  cu l t ur e ,
h e r i tag e ,  and  soc ia l  bonds .  D iffer en t
cu i s in es  and  cu l i nary  trad i t i ons  ar e
an  i n t e gra l  par t  of  human  cu l t ur e .
They  r ef l e c t  th e  h i s tory ,  v a l u es ,  and
trad i t i ons  of  soc i e t i e s .  Food  fos t ers
a  s ens e  of  b e l ong ing ,  a s  fami l i e s  and
communi t i e s  of t en  ga th er  around  th e
d in ing  tab l e  t o  shar e  mea ls  and
stor i e s .  Thes e  soc ia l  connec t i ons
prov id e  emot iona l  nour ishment ,
add ing  d ep th  and  r i chn ess  to  our
l i v e s .

Food  i s  a l so  a  sourc e  of
gastronomic  p l easur e .  B eyond  i t s
u t i l e  ro l e ,  i t  can  d e l i gh t  th e  s ens es
and  e l e va t e  our  qua l i ty  of  l i f e .  A
b eau t ifu l ly  pr epar ed  mea l  can
tanta l iz e  th e  tas t e  buds ,  a l l owing  us
to  savor  th e  exqu is i t e  f lavors ,
t extur es ,  and  aromas .  The  ac t  of
cook ing  and  en j oy ing  food  i s  a  form
of  ar t  tha t  i gn i t e s  th e  s ens es  and
prov id es  moments  of  j oy  and
cont en tment .  I n  th i s  s ens e ,  food  i s
not  j us t  an  e l ix ir  for  th e  body  bu t
a lso  for  th e  sou l .  
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Imag in e  a  c lassroom buzz ing  wi th  a  n ew  k ind  of  en ergy .  Studen ts  work
wi th  a  pa t i en t  A I  t u tor  tha t  ta i l ors  l e ssons  to  th e i r  i nd i v idua l  n e eds ,
wh i l e  a  pass ionat e  t each er  gu id es  d i scuss ions  and  c e l e brat es  th e i r
ach i e v ements .  Th is  i sn ' t  s c i enc e  f i c t i on ;  i t ' s  a  g l impse  i n to  th e  fu tur e  of
educat ion ,  wher e  ar t if i c ia l  i n t e l l i g enc e  (AI )  and  human  t each ers  j o in
forc es  to  cr ea t e  a  dynamic  l earn ing  exper i enc e .
A I  t u tors  offer  a  t r easur e  t rov e  of  b en ef i t s .  They  can  ana lyze  a  s tuden t ' s
p erformance  and  ad j us t  th e  d iff i cu l ty  and  pac e  of  i ns truc t i on  i n  r ea l
t ime .  Th is  p ersona l iz ed  approach  ensur es  no  s tuden t  g e t s  l ef t  b eh ind ,
wh i l e  t hos e  who  grasp  conc ep ts  qu i ck ly  can  d e l v e  d e ep er .  Furth ermore ,  A I
t u tors  prov id e  24/7  acc ess  to  l earn ing .  Studen ts  can  g e t  i ns tant  h e lp  and
c lar if i ca t ion  ou ts id e  of  c lass  hours ,  a l l owing  th em to  so l id ify  th e i r
unders tand ing  a t  th e i r  own  pac e .
Howev er ,  t h e  r i s e  of  A I  t u tors  do esn ' t  s i gna l  th e  end  of  human  t each ers .  A I
can ' t  r ep l i ca t e  th e  i rr ep lac eab l e  qua l i t i e s  tha t  gr ea t  t each ers  poss ess .  A
pass ionat e  t each er  can  i gn i t e  a  l o v e  of  l earn ing  and  spark  a  s tuden t ' s
cur ios i ty  i n  a  way  that  A I  s imply  cannot .  They  can  fos t er  soc ia l  sk i l l s ,
empathy ,  and  emot iona l  i n t e l l i g enc e  –  cruc ia l  aspec ts  of  d e v e l opment  tha t
AI  l acks .
The  fu tur e  of  educat ion  won ' t  b e  a  compet i t i on  b e twe en  A I  and  t each ers ;  i t
w i l l  b e  a  co l l aborat ion .  A I  can  empower  t each ers  by  hand l ing
admin is tra t i v e  tasks  and  r ep e t i t i v e  exerc i s es ,  f r e e i ng  up  th e i r  t ime  for
more  cr ea t i v e  and  p ersona l iz ed  i ns truc t i on .  Teach ers  wi l l  b e come  curators
of  th e  A I  exper i enc e ,  s e l e c t ing  and  in t e grat ing  too ls  tha t  b es t  su i t  t h e
n e eds  and  l earn ing  s ty l e s  of  th e i r  s tuden ts .  Teach er  f e edback  on  A I
p erformance  can  r ef in e  a l gor i thms  and  ensur e  th ey  ar e  unb ias ed  and
cu l tura l ly  s ens i t i v e .
The  v e rd i c t  i s  c l ear :  A I  t u tors  ho ld  immense  po t en t ia l  t o  p ersona l iz e
l earn ing  and  prov id e  add i t i ona l  support .  Howev er ,  h uman  t each ers  wi l l
r emain  c en tra l  t o  fos t er ing  a  l o v e  of  l earn ing ,  s oc ia l  d e v e l opment ,  and  th e
ess en t ia l  human  qua l i t i e s  tha t  A I  s imply  can ' t  r ep l i ca t e .  The  fu tur e  l i e s
in  a  powerfu l  par tn ersh ip ,  wher e  A I  and  human  t each ers  work  tog e th er  to
cr ea t e  a  dynamic  and  enr i ch ing  l earn ing  exper i enc e  for  e v ery  s tuden t .

R H A P S O D Y  |  2 4



R H A P S O D Y  |  2 5

LOVE ALL , TRUST SOME, DO
WRONG TO NONE.

-WILL IAM SHAKESPEARE



You  might  wonder ,  “Why i s  Eng l i sh  so  important?” ,  t h ink ing  abou t  th e
same  qu es t i on  e v ery  t ime  you  p i ck  up  a  book  to  r ead .  L e t  me  g i v e  you  an
answer  to  th i s .  Imag in e  i n  th e  br i l l i an t  mind  of  yours ,  t h e  vas t  tap es try  of
th e  wor ld ,  wher e  e v e ry  languag e  i s  r epr es en t ed  by  a  thr ead .  Now s earch  for
th e  go ld en  thr ead  weav ing  through  th e  i n tr i ca t e  d es i gn .  That  thr ead ,  i t
r epr es en ts  th e  Eng l i sh  Languag e ,  a  l anguag e  connec t ing  var ious  d i v ers if i ed
cu l t ur es  and  p eop l e  w i th  d iffer en t  id ea l s .
Eng l i sh  i s  a  l anguag e  tha t  has  e vo l v ed  ov er  c en tur i e s  and  has  b e come  on e  of
th e  most  spoken  l anguag es  i n  th e  wor ld .  I t  i s  sa id  to  hav e  or i g ina t ed  i n
Ear ly  Br i ta in ,  shar ing  roo ts  wi th  l anguag es  such  as  German  and  Dutch .  I t  i s
wide ly  known  for  i t s  ext ens i v e  vocabu lary  and  somewhat  s impl e  grammar .
Howev er ,  i n  con trad i c t i on  to  s impl e  grammar  i s  th e  compl ex  pronunc ia t i on
baff l ing  l earn ers .
Now ,  l e t ’ s  come  back  to  th e  main  po in t .  Eng l i sh  s erv es  as  a  mode  of
communica t ion  on  a  g l oba l  s ca l e ,  s e r v ing  as  a  common  languag e  for  th e
conv ersat ions  across  th e  g l ob e .  I t  i s  thus  of t en  t e rmed  as  “ l ingua  franca” .
Imag in e  a  p erson  from Germany  want ing  to  contac t  a  p erson  i n  Franc e ,  on ly
Eng l i sh  s erv es  as  a  common  languag e  for  communica t ion  s inc e  bo th  hav e
d iffer en t  l anguag es  i . e .  Fr ench  and  German .  
Cons id er  Trav e l l i ng .  When  we  go  to  anoth er  country ,  Eng l i sh  of t en  s erv es
as  th e  k ey  to  un lock ing  l o ca l  exper i enc es .  Then  th er e ' s  t h e  wor ld  of
en t er ta inment .  Our  favour i t e  mov i e s ,  mus i c ,  and  books  oft en  come  to  us  i n
Eng l i sh  or  ar e  swift ly  t rans la t ed  i n to  i t .
Bu t  b eyond  prac t i ca l i ty ,  t h er e ' s  a  c e r ta in  b eau ty  to  th e  Eng l i sh  l anguag e .  I t s
vas t  vocabu lary  and  express i v e  nuanc es  a l l ow us  to  ar t i cu la t e  thoughts  and
emot ions  wi th  pr e c i s ion  and  cr ea t i v i ty .  I t ' s  a  l anguag e  of  po e ts  and
storyt e l l e rs  l ik e  as  we  know th e  gr ea t  Wil l i am Shakespear e .  
I n  our  i n t e rconnec t ed  wor ld ,  mast er ing  Eng l i sh  i sn ' t  j u s t  a  sk i l l ;  i t ' s  an
inv i ta t i on .  An  i nv i ta t i on  to  j o in  a  g l oba l  conv ersat ion ,  t o  broaden  your
hor izons ,  and  to  exp lor e  th e  r i chn ess  of  human  exper i enc e .  To  conc lud e ,  l e t ' s
apprec ia t e  Eng l i sh  no t  j us t  as  a  l anguag e ,  b u t  as  a  v i brant ,  dynamic  thr ead
that  t i e s  our  wor ld  tog e th er .
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Lord  Kr ishna  i s  s e en  as  on e  of  th e  powerfu l  and  famous  d e i t i e s  i n  Hindu ism .
Ye t ,  h e  has  fac ed  many  obs tac l e s  and  cha l l eng es  as  soon  as  h e  was  born .  He
was  born  i n  a  j a i l  chamber  by  th e  womb of  Maa  Devak i  and  la t er  was  handed
to  Maa  Yashoda  in  Goku l  t o  k e ep  h im safe .  He  gr ew  up  and  some  en emi es  came
aft er  h im .  He  sav ed  no t  on ly  h imse lf  bu t  a l so  o th ers .  He  had  many  en emi es  to
k i l l  h im by  b i r th  bu t  h e  s t i l l  g r ew  up  e v en  aft er  th es e  prob l ems .
St i l l  hav ing  a  b i g  r espons ib i l i ty  on  h im ,  h e  d id  i t  w i thou t  any  r egr e t .  Th is  i s
a  gr ea t  l e sson  from h im that  we  can  l earn  from h im .  He  f i rs t  fought  wi th
en emi es  oppos ing  h im in  Goku l .  Aft er  t urn ing  11 . 5  y ears ,  h e  l ef t  h i s  par en ts
and  went  to  Mathura  wi th  a  main  mot i v e ,  t o  k i l l  h i s  main  v i l l a in  Kans .  Aft er
th i s  h e  went  to  Dwarka  and  e s tab l i sh ed  a  k ingdom wi th  18 , 000  more  p eop l e .
He  e s tab l i sh ed  a  k ingdom at  a  young  ag e  and  th e  p eop l e  a l so  oppos ed  h i s
d ec i s ions .  Aft er  th es e  th ings  a l so ,  h e  had  th e  same  smi l e  h e  had .  He  a l so  had
to  l eav e  h i s  l o v e ly  fr i end ,  Radha .  Nobody  can  d escr ib e  th e  l o v e  b e twe en
Kr ishna  and  Radha .  St i l l  h e  d idn ’ t  hav e  any  r egr e ts  abou t  i t .
 The  p eop l e  who  He  s e t t l ed  i n  Dwarka ,  t h e  on es  for  whom He  prov id ed  food
and  fac i l i t i e s ,  t h e  on es  who  h e  f i e rc e ly  prot e c t ed ,  t h e  same  p eop l e  c r i t i c i z ed
h im .  His  ch i ldr en  a l so  cr i t i c iz ed  h im .  The  p eop l e  who  h e  h e lp ed  a l so
cr i t i c iz ed  h im .  I t  b e came  d iff i cu l t  t o  b ear .  He  s t i l l  a cc ep t ed  th e  pa in  and  hat e
h e  was  g e t t i ng  from ev eryone .  Ye t ,  t oday ,  we  ar e  making  fun  of  our  gods ,
c oncoc t ing  s tor i e s  abou t  th e i r  charac t ers ,  and  cr ea t ing  fake  r e la t i onsh ips  and
inc id en ts  abou t  th em .  
We s e e  Kr ishna  as  a  misch i ef  and  who  danc es ,  s i ngs  and  who  en j oys .  But  we
don ’ t  r emember  th e  sacr if i c e  h e  made  to  pro t e c t  humankind .  Dur ing  th e
Mahabharata  war ,  He  was  th e  char io t e e r  of  Ar juna .  He  had  to  fac e  th e  arrows
and  sp ears .  He  a l so  r e c e i v ed  compla in ts  and  abus es  from oth ers  dur ing  h i s
ru l e .  Th is  i s ,  a ga in ,  an  important  l e sson  to  l earn  b e caus e ,  for  a  l ead er ,  i t  i s
imperat i v e  t o  l ead  from th e  front .  He  mot i va t ed  Ar j una  to  e s tab l i sh  Dharma
by  r e c i t i ng  th e  Bhagavad  Gi ta .  Th is  i s  a  v e ry  b i g  g if t  t o  mank ind  bu t  s t i l l  we
make  fun  of  h i s  p ersona l i ty .
A t  l as t ,  we  can  say  that  He  was  a  gr ea t  s tra t eg i s t  who  p lanned  th ings ;  t h er e
wer e  no  mirac l e s  i n  His  l i f e ;  He  l i v ed  His  l i f e  on  His  own  t e rms ,  i n  His  own
way  and  on  His  own  capab i l i t i e s .  He  had  done  many  sacr if i c es  for  j us t  our
we lfar e  and  p eac e .  Some  p eop l e  can  n e v er  unders tand  th e  d ep th  of  our  gods
and  th e i r  work .  So ,  we  shou ld  r esp ec t  our  gods ’  a c t i ons  and  shou ld  unders tand
th e  r eason  b eh ind  i t .
So ,  we  can  say :
“Everyth ing  happens  for  a  r eason”
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The  wind  was  howl ing  through  th e  sk e l e ta l  branch es  of  th e  oaks  on  Oak
Stre e t .  Sam was  a lon e  i n  h er  a t t i c  b edroom ,  t ry ing  to  s e e  pas t  th e  f l i ck er ing
cand l e l i gh t .  Ther e  was  an  uns e t t l i ng  darkness  i n  th e  corn ers ,  a  pr es enc e  sh e
cou ldn ' t  qu i t e  f i gur e  ou t .  Sudden ly ,  a  l ow  growl  e cho ed  from th e  boarded - up
window ,  and  pan i c  gr ipped  h er  throat .  The  growls  came  c los er ,  a c compan i ed
by  a  rhythmic  s crap ing  sound .  Sam backed  towards  th e  wa l l ,  h e r  h ear t
pound ing .
The  cand l e  spu t t er ed  and  d i ed ,  e ngu lf ing  th e  room in  suffocat ing  b lackness .
A  co ld ,  unp l easant  br ea th  t i ck l ed  th e  back  of  h er  n e ck ,  and  sh e  s cr eamed ,  t h e
sound  swal lowed  by  th e  darkness .  A  s ing l e  ray  of  moon l i gh t  p i e rc ed  through
th e  dus ty  window ,  r e v ea l i ng  a  horr ify ing  s i gh t .  Scrawl ed  on  th e  boards  i n  a
gro t esqu e ,  i nky  hand :  "Welcome  home ,  Sam . ”  She  shou t ed  a t  th e  t op  of  h er
l ungs ,  a s  h er  moth er  came  rush ing ,  worr i ed  for  h er  on ly  ch i ld .  Ther e  was
on ly  Sam s i t t i ng  on  th e  b ed  s cr eaming  s e e i ng  th e  cr ea tur e  on ly  v i s i b l e  t o  h er
and  on ly  h eard  to  h er .  Her  mother ,  worr i ed ,  c arr i ed  h er  away  from th e  room .
The  cr ea tur e  crawl ed  towards  h er  and  h er  moth er  wi th  i t s  h ead  t urn ed
ups id e  down .  Sam fa in t ed  and  woke  up  th e  n ext  day  in  th e  a t t i c  aga in  and
saw th e  cr ea tur e  s i t t i ng  on  th e  b ed  smi l ing  a t  h er  and  showing  i t s  sharp
tr iangu lar  t e e th  cov er ed  i n  b lood  and  i t s  b lack  ey es  bawl ing  ou t  a t  h er .  
She  woke  up  s tar t l ed  and  crawl ed  to  th e  edg e  of  th e  b ed .  The  cr ea tur e
wh isper ed  to  h er  “Scared  of  your  own  fr i end?”  Sam shout ed  shak ing ly  “ I
AM NOT YOUR FRIEND!”  The  cr ea tur e  t i l t ed  i t s  h ead  and  s tar ed  a t  Sam
saying ,  “Sam ,  don ’ t  you  r emember  th e  name ,  L i ly?”  The  cr ea tur e  gr inn ed
showing  i t s  b lood  cov er ed  t e e th ,  and  showed  Sam th e  brac e l e t  L i ly  us ed  to
wear  b efor e  sh e  went  miss ing  i n  th e  myst er ious  woods  of  Oak  Str e e t .

Through  th e  meadows  of  Earth ,  h umans  hav e  shown  no  mercy  in  fabr i ca t ing
ye t  anoth er  Chernoby l  d i sas t er ,  wh i ch  we  now ca l l  c l imat e  chang e .  With
g loba l  sunscr e en  l ik e ly  th inn ed ,  c l imat e  chang e  dr i v es  l ong - t e rm sh if ts  i n  th e
Earth ' s  weath er  pat t erns ,  c on tr ibu t ing  to  f loods ,  droughts ,  i n cr eas ed  hung er ,
a i r  po l l u t i on ,  and  d i s eas es ,  e arn ing  i t  t h e  t i t l e  of  our  p lan e t ’ s  b i gg es t  h ea l th
thr ea t .  A l l  of  humani ty  today  ponders  me l t ing  i c e  caps  and  r i s ing  s ea  l e v e l s
when  i t  comes  to  c l imat e  chang e ;  on  th e  con trary ,  a t  t h i s  hypoth e t i ca l
ph enomenon ’ s  cor e ,  man  i s  th e  cu lpr i t .  Homo sap i ens ,  t h e  most  i n t e l l i g en t
spec i e s  i nhab i t ing  Earth ,  mask  an  i rr e l e vant  pr id e  b e caus e  of  our  an t l e rs ,  t h e
p lac e  we  onc e  ca l l ed  home  i s  pu t  i n  j e opardy .  Not  far  from fac ing  ext inc t i on ,
i t  i s  c l ear  tha t  un l e ss  we  wake  up  from our  s l umber  and  sav e  th e  b es e e ch ing
gr e ens ,  t h e  Earth  wi l l  metamorphose  i n to  a  barr en  l and  wi th  no t  e v en  th e
fa in t es t  t rac e  of  l i f e  t o  b e  found .  As  s tuden ts ,  l e t ’ s  make  a  d iff er enc e  i n  th e
wor ld  today  and  cr ea t e  b l i ssfu l  days  for  g en era t ions  to  come .
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Vacat ion  i s  a  mag i ca l  t ime  when  e v ery  day ’ s  rou t in e  fades ,  and  r ep lac es
i t s e lf  by  a  s ens e  of  adv en tur e  and  fr e edom .  Th is  summer ,  I  embarked  on  a
j ourn ey  tha t  took  me  from th e  bus t l i ng  c i ty  s tr e e t s  to  th e  s er en e  mounta ins
and  tranqu i l  b each es  of  Kera la ,  exper i enc ing  a  d i v ers e  tap es try  of
landscapes  and  cu l t ur es .  Each  day  was  a  n ew  chapt er  f i l l ed  wi th
explorat ion  and  d i scov ery ,  off er ing  a  r efr esh ing  br eak  from th e  mundane .
Morn ings  wer e  of t en  sp en t  h ik ing  rugg ed  t ra i l s ,  wher e  th e  s c en t  of  p in e
tr e e s  f i l l ed  th e  a i r  and  th e  panoramic  v i ews  from th e  mounta in  p eaks  wer e
noth ing  shor t  of  br ea th tak ing .  The  phys i ca l  cha l l eng e  was  inv i gorat ing ,  and
r each ing  th e  summit  a lways  brought  a  profound  s ens e  of  accompl i shment .
The  t ra i l s ,  w ind ing  through  for es ts  and  meadows ,  r e v ea l ed  h idden  wat erfa l l s
and  lakes ,  e a ch  a  g em wai t ing  to  b e  d i scov er ed .
Aft ernoons  wer e  a  d e l i gh tfu l  b l end  of  sun - soaked  r e laxat ion  and  thr i l l i ng
wat er  sports .  Kayak ing  across  crysta l - c l ear  l akes  prov id ed  a  s er en e  e s cape ,
t h e  g en t l e  rhythm of  th e  padd l es  cr ea t ing  a  soo th ing  me lody .  
The  rhythm of  th e  wav es  and  th e  songs  of  th e  b i rds  prov id ed  a  mus i ca l
soundtrack ,  r emind ing  me  of  na tur e ' s  wonders  and  th e  s impl i c i ty  of  j oy
found  in  th e  ou tdoors .  Each  suns e t  marked  th e  end  of  a  fu lf i l l i ng  day  and
th e  promis e  to  n ew  adv en tur es  to  come .  The  s lower  pac e  a l l owed  me  to
apprec ia t e  th e  smal l  d e ta i l s—the  i n tr i ca t e  pa t t erns  of  s eash e l l s  on  th e
shor e ,  t h e  v i brant  co lours  of  wi ldf lowers ,  and  th e  g en t l e  br e ez e  rus t l i ng
through  th e  l eav es .
As  th e  days  gr ew  long er ,  s o  d id  my s ens e  of  fr e edom and  poss ib i l i ty .
Summer  vacat ions  b e came  more  than  j us t  a  br eak  from rout in e ;  i t  was  a
transformat i v e  j ourn ey  tha t  r e charg ed  my sp ir i t  and  broaden ed  my
hor izons .  The  exper i enc es ,  bo th  b i g  and  smal l ,  l e f t  an  i nd e l i b l e  mark  on  my
heart ,  mak ing  th i s  summer  vacat ion  an  unforg e t tab l e  chapt er  i n  my l if e ' s
j ourn ey ,  f i l l ed  wi th  ch er i sh ed  memor i es  and  n ewfound  insp ira t ion .
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Chi ld  l abour  r emains  an  e gr eg ious  v i o la t i on  of  ch i ldr en ' s  r i gh ts ,  d epr i v ing
mi l l i ons  of  th e i r  i nnoc enc e  and  pot en t ia l .  Th is  p ern i c i ous  prac t i c e  i s  of t en
dr i v en  by  acu t e  pov er ty ,  c ompe l l i ng  fami l i e s  to  exp lo i t  t h e i r  young  on es  for
surv i va l .  Depr i v ed  of  educat ion  and  sub j e c t ed  to  hazardous  work ing  cond i t i ons ,
t h e s e  ch i ldr en  endur e  phys i ca l  and  psycho log i ca l  t rauma that  s tun ts  th e i r
d ev e l opment .  I ndus tr i e s  of t en  exp lo i t  ch i ld  l abour ,  a t t rac t ed  by  th e  l ower  wages
and  th e  eas e  of  contro l l i ng  vu ln erab l e  ch i ldr en .  The  cons equ enc es  ar e  far -
r each ing ,  a s  th es e  ch i ldr en  grow up  wi thou t  th e  n e c essary  sk i l l s  or  educat ion  to
br eak  th e  cyc l e  of  pov er ty ,  p e rp e tua t ing  a  v i c i ous  cyc l e  of  exp lo i ta t i on  and
depr i va t ion .  Address ing  th i s  grav e  i ssu e  r e qu i r es  a  mul t ifac e t ed  approach .
Gov ernments  must  impl ement  and  enforc e  s tr ing en t  l e ga l  frameworks  tha t
proh ib i t  ch i ld  l abour  and  ensur e  compl ianc e  through  r egu lar  i nspec t i ons  and
pena l t i e s  for  v i o la t i ons .  Equa l ly  important  i s  th e  prov i s ion  of  compreh ens i v e
educat iona l  opportun i t i e s ,  mak ing  s choo l ing  acc ess ib l e  and  a t trac t i v e  t o  a l l
ch i ldr en .  Economic  support  for  impov er i sh ed  fami l i e s ,  s u ch  as  microf inanc e
in i t i a t i v e s  and  soc ia l  we lfar e  programs ,  can  a l l e v ia t e  th e  f inanc ia l  pr essur es
that  l ead  to  ch i ld  l abour .  Furth ermore ,  ra i s ing  awaren ess  abou t  th e  d e tr imenta l
impacts  of  ch i ld  l abour  through  communi ty  ou tr each  and  advocacy  can  sh if t
cu l t ura l  norms  and  fos t er  a  co l l e c t i v e  commitment  to  pro t e c t ing  ch i ldr en ' s
r i gh ts .  Bus in ess es  a l so  p lay  a  cruc ia l  ro l e  by  adopt ing  e th i ca l  prac t i c e s  and
ensur ing  th e i r  supp ly  cha ins  ar e  fr e e  from ch i ld  exp lo i ta t i on ,  dr i v en  by
consumer  d emand  for  r espons ib ly  produc ed  goods .  On ly  through  a  conc er t ed
g loba l  effort ,  i n vo l v ing  gov ernments ,  NGOs ,  bus in ess es ,  and  communi t i e s ,  c an  we
hope  to  ext ingu i sh  th e  s courg e  of  ch i ld  l abour  and  s e cur e  a  br i gh t er  fu tur e  for
th e  wor ld ' s  you th .

I n  th e  o ld  hous e  of  oak  s tr e e t ,  wh isp ers  danc ed  through  th e  wa l l s  and  shadows
l ing er ed  a long  aft er  th e  sun  had  s e t .  Res id en ts  wh isper ed  of  a  ghos t ,  a  sp i r i t
bound  by  unf in i sh ed  bus in ess .  Mara ,  a  c ur ious  t e enag er  moved  i n  wi th  h er
fami ly .  One  n i gh t ,  s h e  h eard  soft  sobb ing  i n  th e  a t t i c .  Gu id ed  by  a  f l i ck er ing
cand l e ,
s h e  c l imbed  to  f ind  a  sp ec tra l  f i gur e  ,  s h immer ing  i n  th e  moon l i gh t .  The  ghos t ,
E l eanor ,  had  l os t  h er  b e l ov ed  p endant  y ears  ago .  Mara  promis ed  to  h e lp .
Toge th er ,  t h ey  s earch ed  th e  a t t i c  uncov er ing  forgot t en  t r easur es  and  po i gnant
memor i es .  I n i t i a l ly ,  b en ea th  a  dus ty  t runk ,  Mara  found  th e  p endant .  As  sh e  handed
i t  t o  El eanor ,  t h e  hous e  f i l l ed  wi th  a  warm l i gh t ,  and  El eanor ’ s  ghos t ly  form
faded  in t e  p eac e .  The  n ext  day ,  Mara  d iscov er ed  an  o ld  l e t t e r  t u cked  i n  th e
p endant ’ s  box .  I t  was  from El eanor ’ s  l os t  l o v e  express ing  undy ing  d e vo t ion .Mara
rea l iz ed  tha t  some  ghos ts  ar en ' t  haunt ing  bu t  s e ek ing  c l osur e .  
Years  l a t er ,  Mara  r e turn ed  to  Oak  Str e e t ,  now a  h i s tor ian .  She  shar ed  El eanor ’ s
ta l e ,  r emind ing  e v e ryone  tha t  e v en  i n  haunt ed  p lac es ,  l o v e  and  r eso lu t i on  can
transc end  t ime .
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“Educat ion  i s  th e  k ey  to  un lock ing  th e  wor ld .  I t  i s  thy  passport  of  our  v e ry
fre edom”  
Educat ion ,  t h e  g en t l e  l i gh t  on  a  dark  path  wh i ch  l eads  you  to  succ ess .  Educat ion ,
t h e  v e ry  s e ed  wh i ch  l eads  to  th e  b looming  of  f lowers  of  p eac e  i n  our  mind .
Educat ion ,  t h e  l i gh thous e  wh i ch  gu id es  us  through  s tormy n i gh ts  and  las t  bu t  no t
l eas t ,  Educat ion ,  t h e  warm of  embrac e  of  a  gap  b e ing  br idg ed ,  un i ty  amongst  a l l ,  a
tapes try  of  cu l t ur es  tha t  ar e  much  more  than  j us t  d i v ers e  and  a  t ime l e ss  ta l e
wh i ch  can  make  a  na t ion  s tand  and  s tand  ta l l .  Educat ion  pa in ts  th e  canvas  of  a
nat ion ’ s  fu tur e  w i th  i t s  g en t l e  brush  s trokes  making  th e  end  produc t  br i gh t  and
enchant ing .  I t  un locks  th e  doors  of  exce l l enc e  a l l owing  a  na t ion  to  r each  th e  fu l l e s t
of  i t s  po t en t ia l  and  making  th e  word  ‘prob l ems ’  compl e t e ly  van ish  ou t  of  our  l i t t l e
pocke t  d i c t i onary ,  mak ing  ‘ br i l l i anc e ’  t h e  n ext  n ew  th ing  on  th e  tab l e .
The  war  aga ins t  pov er ty  wou ld  most  c e r ta in ly  come  to  an  end  aft er  a  l ong -awai t ed
per iod  of  t ime  and  p eac e  wou ld  b e  a  much  unders ta t ement  to  d escr ib e  i t .  Imag in e  an
e conomica l ly  d i sadvantag ed  i nd i v idua l  f ina l ly  earn ing  a  j ob  aft er  a t ta in ing  th e
educat ion  h e  had  b e en  n e ed ing?  Joy  among  th e  i nd i v idua ls  wou ld  take  ov er .
Wouldn ’ t  mi l l i ons  of  such  j obs  b e  much -much  b en ef i c ia l  for  th e  g en era t ions  who
sha l l  come  and  go  i n  th e  fu tur e?  This  imag inat ion  of  ours ;  t ru ly  enchant ing ,
t u rn ing  i n to  a  r ea l i ty  wou ld  b e  th e  fa iry  dus t  wa i t ing  to  b e  spr ink l ed  ov er  our
nat ion  i n  hopes  of  i t  progr ess ing  enough  to  ach i e v e  any  obs tac l e  t ha t  may  come  i t s
way .  
The  word  and  obs tac l e  we  sought  to  r emove  ‘ corrupt ion ’  wou ld  f ina l ly  d i e  a  d ea th
e v eryone  had  b e en  wa i t ing  for .  With  a  na t ion  b e ing  educat ed ,  e v e ryone  wou ld  hav e
th e  ab i l i ty  to  d iffer  b e twe en  what  may  b e  good  for  us  and  what  wou ld  t urn  ou t  to
b e  t e rr ib ly  wrong .  The  e rad i ca t ion  of  th i s  t e rm wou ld  pav e  th e  pa th  to  an
i l l us tr ious  fu tur e  wh i ch  advocat es  for  t ransparency  and  fa irn ess .  A  s ens e  of
br i l l i anc e  cou ld  b e  conv eyed  and  a  fu tur e  tha t  i s  rad iant  and  fu l l  of  po t en t ia l .  An
except iona l ly  va l id  fac t  i s  how i t  wou ld  dr i v e  e conomic  growth  and  innovat ion
which  wou ld  b e  l ik e  a  shou ld er  to  l ean  on  for  th i rd  wor ld  and  d e v e l op ing  countr i e s
none  o th er ,  b u t  l ik e  our  v e ry  own .  Educat ion  wou ld  e l e va t e  produc t i v i ty  and
eff i c i ency  of  th e  workforc e .  Rad iant  and  eag er ly  awai t ed  days  wou ld  l i e  on  th e
hor izon ,  awa i t ing  th e  asc en t  of  asp ir ing  na t ions .  I n  th e  nur tur ing  embrac e  of
educat ion ,  na t i ons  cou ld  d i scov er  th e  f er t i l e  ground  for  i nnovat ion ,  prope l l i ng  th em
towards  fu tur e  ag low wi th  sus ta inab l e  d e v e l opment  as  we l l  as  e s t e emed  g loba l
l eadersh ip  gu id ing  th e  way  towards  a  br i gh t er  tomorrow for  a l l  who  wa lk  th e  pa th
of  progr ess  and  embrac ing  th e  promis e  of  prosper i ty  for  g en era t ions  y e t  t o  come
and  insp ir ing  hope  across  th e  hor izons  of  t ime .  
I n  th e  narrat i v e  of  curr en t  progr ess ,  emerg es  th e  d e l i ca t e  thr ead  weav ing  tog e th er
th e  fabr i c  of  a  j ourn ey  tha t  th e  e ss enc e  of  a  f lour i sh ing  soc i e ty  i s  educat ion ,  i t  i s
l ik e  th e  symphon i es  of  a  ma j es t i c  cho ir  i n  sync  produc ing  charming  me lod i es  and
harmonious  t un es  wh i ch  r ef l e c t  human  thoughts ,  i t  i s  a  song  wh i ch  e v ery  ind i v idua l
can  s ing .  I t  i s  l ik e  an  o i l  l amp ,  on  a  g l oomy tab l e  cas t ing  a  g l oomy shadow on  th e
g lob e  on  th e  bookshe lf ,  t h i s  g l oomy shadow i s  so  symbo l i ca l  t e l l i ng  us  how
nec essary  educat ion  t ru ly  i s .  I t  i s  th e  ga t eway  to  bound l ess  opportun i t i e s ,
n ur tur ing  growth  and  c er ta in ly  a  br i gh t er  tomorrow .   
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poetry is not only dream and vision, but it is
also the skeleton architecture of our lives. it lays
the foundation for a future of change, a bridge

across our fears of what have never been before.    
-AUDRE LORDE
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In whispered tones of emerald green ,  
Where sunl ight dances ,  sof t ly seen ,  
The forest  breathes a t imeless song ,  
A place where earth and sky belong .  
 
Beneath the boughs where shadows play ,  
The creatures of the dawn convey 
Their tales of l i fe ,  both old and new, 
In harmony ,  the wild renew. 
 
A river 's  murmur,  gentle  s tream, 
Reflec ts  the world in crystal gleam, 
Where stones are smoothed by nature 's
hand,  
A symphony of water and land .  
 
The mountains rise ,  a fortress grand,  
Their peaks adorned in snowy band,  
In nature 's  arms ,  we f ind our place ,  
A tranquil  world of boundless grace .  
 
Flowers bloom in colours bright ,  
A canvas k issed by morning l ight ,  
The ir fragrance on the breeze set  free ,  
An ode to  nature 's  puri ty .  
 
As twil ight wraps the day in gold ,  
The secrets of  the night unfold ,  
Stars appear in velvet  sk ies ,  
A cosmic dance before our eyes .  
                                                                ~M A N A S V I  G U P T A ,  V I I I - A  

Tears fall  when words fai l .
Dreams of express ion fade 
into l iquid melancholy
while thoughts run awry and
the mind seeks safety
when the armor of reason
protects  no more .

The battal ions coll ide 
and chaos tr iumphs
while plaint ive pleas fade 
into ignored echoes .
Apathy is  all  that surrounds
when the ocean of calmness 
goes black as the morbidi ty engulfs
the euphoria that once was .

How will  the sun rise again 
in a sky so ut terly doomed
to the horrif ic  wrath of darkness?
Can the battal ions be s i lenced 
and pleas be heard to escape
the misery that pervades?

Newfound hope can emerge
in a batt leground supposedly lost
to  the ploy of hopelessness .
Liquid melancholy can then weave
the warp and weft  of  an
armor supremely strong
which no weapon can break .

The ocean of calmness 
returns to prist ine blue 
while  empathy replaces 
i ts  tyrannical foe in a v ic tory 
so sweet  yet  diff icult  to  earn 
which cl ings to  the new ropes of hope
to see the sun rise brighter than ever
before .
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Tranquil  quie t  surrounded her 
as she looked at the sunset  grim with fear
She wished for t ime to change i ts  plans and move towards a brighter sky
Alas that wasn ' t  a choice  for her to make ,  as the sun had to set  to  r ise  again .  
She looked at the candy floss sky and marvelled at the s ight for sore eyes 
she could endure a thousand tears more
for the p ic ture she would behold here
The sun was gone and the moon shone bright
only to  remind her that the stars would al ign 
Her tears reflec ted the moonl ight and igni ted her smile  
Cause she knew now that the sun would rise .  

- A N A N D I T A  S I N G H ,  X I I  H

While en joying a puppet  show,
I real ised something I really wanted to know
A puppet  is  incomplete  without a puppeteer .
The same way is  our brain without our heart
They can never stay apart .

But who 's  in the lead ,
This is  a tough quest ion indeed .
Life  choices are hard .
But l is tening to our brain or heart ,
Is another inner -  war .

Some say l is ten to heart ,
Others say the brain is  mighty .
But whom should we l is ten to?
In the end we leave i t  to  the almighty .

I 'd say ,  do what you love
Keep the negat ive thoughts at the bay .
We couldn ' t  dec ide who the puppet  or 
who the puppeteer is
But we know they both are
 incomplete  without each other .

- A N A N H I T A  N A G P A L ,  V I I  B
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Oh! Educat ion
The Mother OF all  profess ion
You are the passport of  our progress
You are the golden key to  success
You increase our prosperi ty
You are the process of teaching and
learning
Which will  help us in our future
earning
Oh! Educat ion
What a great contribut ion!

- N A N D I K A  A R O R A ,  V I  E



I found the answer in my room
Roof said :  Aim high
Fan Said :  Be cool
Clock said :  Every second is  prec ious
Mirror said :  Reflec t  before you Act
Window said :  See the world
Calendar said :  Be up to date
Door said :  Push hard to achieve your goal

 - A Y A A N  M A T T A ,  V I - B

I wanted to thank you ,
but was unable to  explain what i t
means to have a friend .
to  share l i fe ' s  j oy and l ife ' s  plains ,
I t ' s  good to know our friendship
forget  out of  respect
and every k ind of emot ion i t ' s
pat ient and forgiv ing
never never fai l ing or forgiv ing
when a hand is  out speaking
When one 's  heart is  breaking
Its over -fai thful
even when the world condemns
and sparkles in the darkness
l ifel ike f ireworks and gems
It does my heart good .
at  the end of the day

- I S H I K A ,  V I  G

Friends are the most valuable part of our
l ife .  
True friends are always there in our ups
and downs .  
In the river of l i fe ,  they never le t  you
drown.  
Friends are l ike rainbows ,  they add
colour to our boring l ives .  
Friends are the g if t ,  “sent by God ,  and
chosen by us” .  
Fr iends keep our inner child al ive .  
Friends are l ike “DIAMONDS”  the more
you pol ish ,  the more they shine . . !  
FRIENDS ARE THE GREATEST
BLESSING. 

- R I S H I T A  S H A R M A ,  V I  B
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- D I V I J A  S O L A N K I ,  V I I I  C

Underneath the starry sky ,
Where dreams and twinkl ing stars do l i e ,
The moonl ight shines a gentle  l ight ,
On shadows in the peaceful night .

A whisper floats in the cool  air ,
A song of love ,  a touch of care ,
Soft  echoes of a wish so bright ,
A t iny spark in the moonl ight .

In the calm,  so s t i l l  and deep ,
Where secrets of  the night do sleep ,
We f ind a peace that gently flows ,
In the quie t ,  our spir i t  grows

- A A R A V  S  P A R I H A R ,  V I  E

Oh, my soldier
Oh,  my soldier ,
Keep protect ing us from the others ,
 
Get t ing t ired 
Every t ime ,  but can ' t  f ind anyone k ind

Losing your loved ones ,  
los ing your head
 
Can' t  f ind anyone
To tel l  you :  You are great !
F ight ing day and                
Trying to keep all  of  us al ive ,

Distract ions here ,  d is tract ions there ,
The soul says ,  focus on your goals ,
While the brain whispers ,
 just  a bi t  more ,
Distract ions pull  me into thoughts ,
Yet  I remember my true dreams ,  
so close .

Distract ions dance on a thousand
streams ,
Each one a new dream to chase ,
The choice  is  mine ,  which path to take ,
To fol low distract ions or inspir ing
dreams .

Yet  in these wanderings ,  
treasures I f ind ,
A break ,  a spark of creat iv i ty ,  
wild and free ,
Though distract ions may lead me
astray ,
In every pause ,  
a new thought takes sway .

So le t  dis tract ions come ,  soft  as rain ,
Nourishing the so i l  of  a rig id mind ,
In the ir chaos ,  there ' s  wisdom to gain ,
Deeper ins ights ,  and a heart more k ind .

- S O H A M  C H H A B R A ,  V I I I  E
R H A P S O D Y  |  3 6



In a house f i l led with laughter ,  where warm hearts res ide ,
Lives a family together ,  s ide by lov ing s ide .
Parents ,  s ibl ings ,  all  unique ,  yet  bound by love so true ,
A tapestry of k indness ,  in every shade and hue .

Morning sun wakes us up ,  with a bright and cheerful ray ,
Breakfast  shared at the table ,  to  s tart a brand new day .
Dad's  s tories make us g iggle ,  Mom's hugs make us strong ,
In this place of belonging ,  where we all  feel  we belong .

Sibl ings can be s i l ly ,  and somet imes we might f ight ,
But our bond is  unbreakable ,  l ike s tars in the night .
We play games in the garden ,  and share our dreams and fears ,

In the shel ter of this  family ,  we 've grown up through the years .
Grandparents '  tales of old t imes ,  with wisdom to impart ,
F i l l  our minds with wonder ,  and love f i l ls  our heart .
Hol idays are spec ial ,  with tradit ions we hold dear ,
Celebrat ing together ,  with joy and fest ive cheer .

When the world feels heavy ,  and storms begin to  brew,
Family is  the anchor ,  that sees us safely through .
In this nest  of  comfort ,  where love is  always near ,
We f ind strength in each other ,  and wipe away the tears .
For family is  forever ,  a bond no one can sever ,
A c ircle  of  support ,  in every endeavor .
So le t ' s  cherish these moments ,  both the big and the small ,

Hold on to dreams ,
For when they go .
They 're l ike s treams ,
For when you feel  low.

You are a bird ,
With broken wings .
Who cannot fly ,

But dreams help you
to build your cocoon ,
Like a butterfly .

You can be anyone ,
Anyone you dream.
All you need to do is  c lose your eyes ,
Close your eyes and dream.

- A M A I R A  V A L E C H A ,  V I I  E
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My dad's  hands are strong 
And they 're big and they 're tough 
But when I need help
They 're gentle  enough .
My dad 's  hands can teach me
To work and to g ive .
And by the ir example
I ' l l  learn how to l ive .
Right now, my hands are small
And learning good from bad .
Someday I hope my hands .
Will  be just  l ike my dad 's !

- K A M A L  N A R A Y A N  C H O U B E Y ,  V I I  B

Dear Mom 
Where have you come from 
So ,  lov ing ,  so charming 
So jo l ly ,  So friendly
I not iced that you are pret ty sensi t ive 
But for someone close you are fully protect ive  
And I know that someone close to  you is  me 
Very graceful ,  very playful 
yet  most important is  without makeup also you look beaut iful 
Well ,  I  must say that you are very wise 
Cause you always give me gif ts  which are big in s ize 
Thank you ,  God ,  for creat ing this masterpiece  
Or else me and my dad would never be at peace

- P A N K H U D I ,  V I I  B
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- S H R E Y A  G U P T A ,  X I I - C 2  

In the s i lent night ,  dreams take fl ight ,
Paint ing pic tures in the soft  moonl ight .
Through the dark they soft ly gl ide ,
Guiding us on a dreamy ride .
In dreams ,  we roam with hearts so l ight ,
Chasing wishes through the night .

In the s i lent realm where stars dance with glee ,
There l i es  a k ingdom, boundless and free .
I t ' s  where the soul takes fl ight ,  unfurl ing i ts  wings ,
Guided by dreams ,  where endless poss ibi l i ty s ings .

In the tapestry of night ,  dreams weave the ir art ,
Paint ing v is ions of the mind ,  a symphony of heart .
Through whispers of t ime ,  they soft ly call ,
Invi t ing us to  journey ,  to  r ise  and to fall .

Dreams are the archi tec ts  of  our deepest  des ires ,
Craft ing worlds of wonder ,  igni t ing celest ial  f ires .
In the ir embrace ,  we f ind solace and grace ,
As they lead us to  explore each boundless space .

                       
They are the lanterns that i l luminate the dark ,
Guiding us through shadows ,  leaving the ir mark .
In the depths of slumber ,  they shimmer and gleam,
Unvei l ing the secrets of  the subconsc ious stream.

Yet dreams are more than mere fantasies in fl ight ,
They are the catalysts of  change ,  the beacon of l ight .
They inspire ,  they challenge ,  they beckon us to  aspire ,
To reach beyond the horizon ,  to  s toke the inner f ire .

So le t  us embrace the dreams that dare to  soar ,
For in the ir embrace ,  we f ind ourselves evermore .
In the realm of poss ibi l i ty ,  where stars soft ly gleam,
We discover the true essence of what i t  means to dream.
 

With every sleep ,  a new story told ,
In the magical world where dreams unfold .
So close your eyes and le t  them play ,
Those dreams that come when night holds
sway .
For in the ir embrace ,  we f ind del ight ,
In the gentle  whispers of the night .

- L A K S H I T A  S H A R M A ,  I X -  G  
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true l i terature shou ld rouse the reader ,
unsett le h im, change h i s v iew of the

wor ld , g ive h im a reso lute push over the
c l i ff of se lf-knowledge .
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